
 Minutes of the February 4, 2013 Executive Committee Meeting

In Attendance:

A quorum was present.
In attendance were: Ingrid Friesen, James Ellis a/k/a “Classic,” Jacqueline Grant, James Baley, Pat 
Patton, Jason Peltz, Jack Poisson, Lynne Davis (on behalf of YLD), Holly Stiles, Marion Groat, Annika 
Brock, and Bar Administrator Lisa-Gaye Hall.  

Minutes:

Minutes of the January 2013 meeting were reviewed.  Ms. Brock continues to confuse Mr. Ellis with Mr. 
Baley, despite proclamations of knowing who they are.  Ms. Friesen and Ms. Hall made corrections to the 
Minutes before distributing them to the committee.  One change made is that, while Habitat for Humanity 
suggested that the Executive Committee purchase a lot for the nonprofit, this was discussed and the EC 
decided not to purchase a lot.  Ms. Stiles moved that the minutes be accepted, as amended.  Mr. Ellis 
seconded the motion, which motion passed unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report:

Mr. Baley reported that the bar has collected more dues at this time than at this time in past years.  After 
January 1, 2013, a $15.00 late fee is charged.  Approximately 80 members have not yet paid their dues for 
2013.  Ms. Brock moved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted.  Mr. Poisson seconded the motion, 
which motion passed unanimously.

Committee Reports:

Finance Committee:
Mr. Baley reported that the Finance Committee met on January 29, 2013.  A member of the bar asked 
whether public defenders should have to pay the same amount of dues as privately employed attorneys.  
The Finance Committee expressed a desire to avoid establishing different rates for members based on 
employment.

Mr. Baley reported that the Finance Committee discussed a proposed amendment to the 28th JDB Bylaws, 
attached, in order to establish the Young Lawyers Division (YLD) as a committee and to create a line 
item in the budget for YLD.  Funds held by the 28th JDB shall be governed by the bar’s rules.  Any spirits 
purchased for YLD functions cannot be obtained with the use of funds held in the bar account.   The YLD 
will be responsible for providing a financial report to the 28th JDB upon request.  Mr. Poisson moved that 
the proposed amendment be submitted to the bar’s membership for approval at the annual meeting in June 
2013.  Ms. Groat seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  

CLE Committee:  
Ms. Hall reported that a 3-hour bankruptcy CLE will be offered on March 1, 2013 at Cumbie & Trull.  
The cost will be $75.00 and a $10.00 lunch will be offered.  The CLE will occur from noon to 3:30pm.



Communications Committee: 
Ms. Friesen will look into the most effective means of communicating with the membership about the 
Habitat for Humanity project.

Special Events:
No report.

Pro Bono Committee:
Mr. Gottschalk reported to Ms. Hall that Judge Dotson-Smith will serve as the judicial member of the 
ProBono Committee.  The committee continues to work on the April Pro Bono awards.

Nominating Committee:  
Mr. Tate will be presenting a slate for this committee at the March 2013 meeting.  

Mentoring Program:  
No report.

YLD:
Ms. Davis reported that the YLD worked with the Finance Committee to create an amendment to the 28th 
JDB Bylaws, which would make the YLD a committee of the 28th JDB.  

Old Business:

Law Library Update.  Marie Penta, the law librarian, provided the Executive Committee with a report 
stating that the library can hold 480 linear feet of books, which will accommodate the books currently 
housed in the library plus the Restatements, which are currently in storage.  She also provided the EC 
with a list of the publications currently held by the library.  The new library will have 5 computer stations.  

After some discussion, the Executive Committee decided to suggest to Steve Cogburn, Clerk of Court, 
that the Federal Register be housed in the courthouse, as well.  It was determined that Mr. Tate will 
contact Mr. Cogburn to discuss this.

It was discussed that some useful publications, such as local ordinances, are available online and can be 
viewed on one of the computers in the law library.  Ms. Groat noted that the courthouse computers are 
password protected.  Ms. Hall will look into this.

After some discussion, it was decided that Ms. Hall and Mr. Tate will discuss with Mr. Cogburn the 
possibility of obtaining wifi at the courthouses.

New Business:

A.  Sponsorship Application.  Asheville City School submitted an application for $500.00 to support 
an after school program for girls whereby presentations regarding careers in the law will be given.  
The Bar Leadership Institute, it was noted that a new emphasis needs to be placed on getting 
children to college.  The Finance Committee recommended that the 28th JDB approve this 
distribution with Mr. Baley moving that it be approved.  Mr. Peltz seconded the motion, which 
motion passed unanimously. 

B. Pisgah Legal Services Board Nominations.  Mr. Ellis moved that the EC recommend Carlton 
Metcalf and Tom Grella for the Pisgah Legal Services Board.  Mr. Baley seconded the motion, 
which motion passed unanimously.



Other Business:

President’s Report:

1. Amending Bylaws for YLD.  Pursuant to the 28th JDB current Bylaws, notifications can be sent to 
bar members for all matters except for judicial nominations.  Approximately a dozen attorneys in the 28th 
JDB do not appear to utilize email.  Ms. Friesen would like to propose that the Bylaws be amended to 
allow notices to be mailed to these attorneys and email notifications sent to the majority.  The cost of a 
full mailing to the bar costs approximately $500.  Ms. Friesen will draft language for a proposed Bylaws 
change for the EC’s consideration at the March 2013 meeting.  Any change approved by the EC would 
then go before the 28th JDB member at the annual meeting in June 2013.

2. Habitat for Humanity Project.  Ms. Friesen is calling the larger law firms in town to raise money 
for this project.  Ms. Grant is assisting with Roberts & Stevens.  Ms. Friesen would like assistance from 
other EC members to put together a fund raising schedule.  

3. Bar Leadership Conference.  The Bar Leadership Conference was held on January 25, 2013 in 
Raleigh.  Ms. Friesen, Mr. Ellis and Ms. Hall attended.  The NC Bar Association and the NC State Bar 
sponsored the event.  Topics covered included ‘How to Manage a Meeting’ and technology tips from Erik 
Mazzone.  The president of the UNC system spoke and emphasized the need for a vibrant middle class to 
hire lawyers.  The conference was unfortunately cut short due to inclement weather.  

Next Meeting:

The next regular EC meeting will be on March 4, 2013 at 12:30 in the Pisgah Legal Services 
conference room.

There being no further information coming before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned.  
These minutes are respectfully submitted on the 6th day of February, 2013.

__________________________________
Annika M. Brock, Secretary
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