
 Minutes of the September 30, 2013 Executive Committee Meeting

In Attendance:

A quorum was present.
In attendance were: James Ellis, President; Jackie Grant, President-Elect; Brad Stark, Vice-President; 
James Baley, Treasurer; Ingrid Friesen, Past-President; Eileen McMinn, Tikkun Gottschalk, Jack Poisson, 
Pat Patton, Marion Groat, Natalie Bacon, Thomas Amburgey, Johanna Fowler, Forrest Merithew (on 
behalf of YLD), Annika Brock, Secretary, and Bar Administrator Lisa-Gaye Hall.  

1. Introductions:
Mr. Ellis called the meeting to order at 12:30pm.  

2. Consent Agenda:

a. Minutes:  Minutes of the September 9, 2013 meeting of the Executive Committee were reviewed.   
With the modification of the next meeting date to September 30, 2013, Mr. Baley moved that the minutes 
from the EC meeting be accepted and Ms. McMinn seconded the motion, which motion passed 
unanimously.  

b. Treasurer’s Report: Mr. Baley reviewed the Balance Sheets and the Profit and Loss Statement 
for the 28th Judicial District Bar.  Invoices for bar dues for the 2013-2014 fiscal year will be sent to 
members in the near future. Mr. Patton moved that the Treasurer’s report be accepted.  Ms. Grant 
seconded the motion, which motion passed unanimously.  

4. Committee Reports:

a. Finance Committee:
Mr. Baley suggested that the Finance Committee change its meeting frequency from once a month to 
either quarterly or as-needed.  Because it is much easier to cancel a meeting than to schedule one, it was 
suggested that the meeting schedule remain the same and that meetings simply be canceled on an as-
needed basis.  

b. CLE Committee:  
Ms. Fowler reported that the CLE Committee is planning 3 or 4 CLEs that will total 12 hours, including 
topics covering Law Practice Management, technology and crisis management.  Approximately 30 people 
attended the new attorney CLE on Thursday and Friday and positive feedback was received.

c. Communications Committee: 
Ms. McMinn reported that the new Bar website is up and running with few glitches.  Approximately 10% 
of emails to members bounced back, but this is being worked through.     

d. Special Events:
Ms. Groat reported that a memorial service will be held on October 25, 2013 at 4pm in the 5th floor 
courtroom in the courthouse, Judge Thornburg presiding.



e. Pro Bono Committee:
Mr. Gottschalk reported that Judge Dotson-Smith has been working with the Pro Bono Committee and 
the Family Law Bar on managing pro bono divorce and custody packets.  Mr. Kilbourne reported that pro 
bono mediation opportunities are becoming available in federal court.

f. Nominating Committee:  
Ms. Friesen reported that there is no new report at this time.  

g. Mentoring Program:  
Ms. Friesen reported that there is no new report at this time.  

h. YLD:
Mr. Merithew reported that the YLD held a social event after last week’s new attorney CLE.  YLD is also 
working on organizing a foster dog hike event through Brother Wolf.  

5. Old Business:

a. Law Library:  The law library is not complete.  The ribbon cutting for the new courthouse space 
is scheduled for November 7, 2013 at 2:00pm.

b. Habitat House Update:  Ms. Friesen reported that she will solicit additional donations from the 
bar membership.  She has raised approximately $28,000 for the project.  Volunteers within the EC were 
solicited and recruited.  

6. New Business:
Mr. Ward Hendon passed away on September 26, 2013.   It is a policy of our bar that when a member of 
our bar passes, the EC sends flowers with a value up to $100 to the family.  Mr. Hendson’s family 
requested that, in lieu of flowers, donations be made either to their church or Pisgah Legal Services.  The 
NC State Bar prohibits a local bar from using funds obtained through dues toward a charitable 
contribution.  After some discussion, it was suggested that funds from a non-dues fund be used to make a 
contribution to Pisgah Legal Services in lieu of flowers.  Mr. Baley made this motion, which motion was 
seconded by Ms. McMinn and passed unanimously by the committee.

Next Meeting:

The next regular EC meeting will be on November 4, 2013 at 12:30 in the Pisgah Legal Services 
conference room.

There being no further business coming before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned.  These 
minutes are respectfully submitted on the 30th day of September, 2013.

__________________________________
Annika M. Brock, Secretary
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