
 
 

 Minutes of the September 29, 2014 Executive Committee Meeting 

 

In Attendance: 
A quorum was present. 

In attendance were:  Jackie Grant, President; Natalie Bacon, Vice-President; James Ellis, Past-President;  Robert 

(“Bo”) Carpenter, Treasurer; Pat Patton, Jack Poisson, Thomas Amburgey, James Kilbourne, Anne Salter, 

Heather Goldstein, Liz Franks, Pro-Bono Chair; Forrest Merithew YLD Chair, and Bar Administrator Lisa-Gaye 

Hall.   

 

1. Introductions: 
Ms. Grant called the meeting to order at 12:45 pm. 

 

2. Consent Agenda: 
 Minutes:  Minutes of the September 3, 2014 meeting of the Executive Committee were reviewed and 

approved.   

 Treasurer’s Report: Mr. Carpenter reviewed the Balance Sheets and the Profit and Loss Statement for 

the 28th Judicial District Bar.   

 

Upon motion properly made and seconded (Kilbourne/Poisson), the consent agenda was unanimously 

approved. 

3. Committee Reports: 
 
a. Finance.  Bo Carpenter reported that there is not been a lot of significant activity this month.  Dues 

notices will be going out on October 1st.  The Finance Committee met last week to begin discussing 

the budget for next year, with specific focus on whether to continue to spend down accumulated 

reserves.  The committee is inclined to hold accumulated reserves close to our current $54,000 level 

and accordingly will be looking at ways to cut back on spending for next year in order to project a 

balanced, rather than a deficit, budget.  Upon motion properly made and seconded (Ellis/Patton), the 

September financial statements were approved.  

 

b. CLE.  LG reported on behalf of Tom Gallagher that 34 new attorneys are registered for the 12-hour 

new admittees professionalism course that will be held this Thursday and Friday.  Also in 

conjunction with the course, new attorneys will get tours of the federal and state courthouses, and 

the swearing-in ceremony will be held on Friday afternoon.   

 

Two more CLEs are also planned for the coming months:  (1) a domestic violence program in 

partnership with Pisgah Legal Services (October), and (2) an alternative dispute resolution program 

with Judge Cash and Judge Barrett (November).   

 

James Kilbourne reported that the Bar was asked to send out an email advising members of an 

upcoming CLE program sponsored by a private provider.  The decision was made not to send the 

email as requested in accordance with general EC practice/guidelines.  Generally, the Bar will 

publish such announcements in regularly-scheduled Bar newsletters, but will not send special all-

Bar except (1) at the request of a Judge, or (2) to announce the death of a member of the Bar. 

 



c. Special Events.  Thomas Amburgey reported that the Committee had no new updates at this time.  

LG is requesting Executive Committee assistance at Friday’s swearing-in ceremony. 

 

The Bar Holiday party is scheduled for Friday, December 5th.  No details on this event yet. 

 

d. Pro Bono.  Liz Franks reported that the committee will have its first meeting next week at Pisgah 

Legal Services. 

 

e. Nominating.  James Ellis reported no activity from the nominating committee at this time. 

 

f. Mentoring. Jack Poisson reported that several new people have been matched with mentors, and 

several new members have been recruited to the mentoring committee.  The committee is in a 

process of reviewing its procedures for creating matches.  LG is no longer able to handle all of the 

administration of the mentoring program.  The committee hopes to continue to use LG’s assistance 

in making the initial match, but to take over the work on follow-up and support for the mentoring 

relationships to ensure that there is success past the initial match. 

 

g. YLD.  Forrest Merithew reported on two upcoming events: 

 

i. Thursday October 2nd – gathering at Social Lounge after the new admittees’ CLE program 

(LG working to let seminar attendees know of this event); 

ii. Late October – Foster Dog hike with Brother Wolfe. 

 

Next Meeting: 
 The next regular EC meeting is scheduled for November 3, 2014 at 12:30pm in the Pisgah Legal 

Services conference room. 

 There being no further business coming before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned.  These 

minutes are respectfully submitted on the 30th day of September, 2014. 

 

       __________________________________ 

       Heather Goldstein, for  

       Annika M. Brock, Secretary 
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