
 Minutes of the August 12, 2013 Executive Committee Meeting

In Attendance:

A quorum was present.
In attendance were: James Ellis, Brad Stark, James Baley, Ingrid Friesen, Carol Goins, Eileen McMinn, 
Tikkun Gottschalk, James Kilbourne, Jack Poisson, Johanna Fowler, Natalie Bacon, Thomas Amburgey, 
Forrest Merithew (on behalf of YLD), Annika Brock, and Bar Administrator Lisa-Gaye Hall.  

1. Introductions:
As this is the first meeting of the new Executive Committee and the first meeting of the 2013-2014 fiscal 
year, Mr. Ellis introduced himself and requested that each member introduce him/herself to the EC.  

2. Notebook:
As part of the orientation of new members to the Executive Committee, Ms. Hall oriented everyone to 
their EC notebooks, in which all documents relevant to the business of the EC are kept.

3. Consent Agenda:

a. Minutes:  Minutes of the June 3, 2013 meeting of the Executive Committee were reviewed, along 
with minutes of the June 12, 2013 Annual Meeting of the 28th Judicial District Bar.   It was noted that 
corrections were needed for both sets of minutes.  Ms. Friesen moved that the minutes from the EC 
meeting and the Annual Meeting, as corrected, be accepted and Mr. Baley seconded the motion, which 
motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Kilbourne abstained from the approval of the June 3, 2013 minutes 
since he was not yet on the committee and not in attendance at that meeting.

b. Treasurer’s Report: Mr. Baley reviewed the Balance Sheets for the 28th Judicial District Bar.  
Some members of our bar have not paid their dues yet for the 2012-2013 fiscal year and their names will 
be reported to the NC State Bar in the near future if payment is not received.  Ingrid Friesen moved that 
the Treasurer’s report be accepted.  Mr. Stark seconded the motion, which motion passed unanimously.  

4. Committee Reports:

a. Finance Committee:
Mr. Baley reported that the Finance Committee held its first meeting of the new fiscal year on or about 
August 5, 2013.  While the Bar had been planning to establish a Simplified Employee Pension IRA 
account for our Bar Administrator, Ms. Hall, the administrative work required to do so outweighed the 
modest benefit it would have brought.  The Bar will not be establishing this account at this time.   

The Bar entered into a lease with Pisgah Legal in 2009 for space in the Pisgah building.  While the lease 
provided for the payment an increasing rate, the Bar had only been paying its initial rental.  We have now 
caught up on our payments to Pisgah Legal and are currently paying $649.42 per month in rental.  We 
will also be paying on a quarterly basis from this point forward.  And instead of our rent increasing by 5% 
per year, it will only increase 2% per year.



b. CLE Committee:  
Ms. Fowler reported that the CLE Committee met last week and discussed this fiscal years’ CLE 
program.   It is the annual goal of the Bar to provide its membership with no less than 12 hours of CLE 
per year.  

The Bar was asked by a local civil law firm to co-sponsor a CLE that the Bar had previously sponsored.  
The committee recommended to the EC that the Bar not co-sponsor CLEs with private law firms for 
several reasons.  The Bar wishes to retain control of the quality of the CLEs it provides, along with 
control over communications with the Bar regarding CLE content approval and subsequent reporting.  
Jack Poisson seconded the motion of the committee, which passed unanimously.

Ms. Hall reported that the Bar will be offering a Professionalism CLE to its membership.  The State Bar 
provided us with a copy of the outline that it is using.  Twenty to thirty local attorneys have volunteered 
to present on the topics provided by the Bar.

c. Communications Committee: 
Ms. McMinn reported that the new Bar website should be up and running around August 23, 2013.   The 
new web page is cleaner, easier and more modern than the old one.  A postcard is being sent to the 
membership requesting that they updates their login information.  There are currently many, and possibly 
too many, practice areas that members can claim to practice.  The list of practice areas is going to be 
refined before the web site is launched.  Ms. Hall reported that Gina Drew designed the web site for free 
for the benefit of our Bar and for the purpose of advertising her work to other bars across the state and 
attorneys within our Bar.  Ms. Hall suggested that the Bar pay Ms. Drew approximately $1800.00 per 
year to train Ms. Hall on the site and host and maintain the site.  After some discussion, it was determined 
that Ms. Hall will ask Ms. Drew to draft a proposal for the EC to consider.

 A revised Communications Policy is being drafted and should be presented to the EC for consideration in 
the near future.

d. Special Events:
Ms. Hall reported that a memorial service will be held in October 2013.  

e. Pro Bono Committee:
Mr. Gottschalk reported that the Pro Bono Committee is on summer break and expects to present a 
recommendation to the EC at its October 2013 meeting regarding Pro Bono packets distribution by the 
Bar.  

f. Nominating Committee:  
Ms. Friesen reported that there is no new report at this time.  Suggestions for nominees  to the EC are 
welcome.

g. Mentoring Program:  
Ms. Friesen, liaison to the Mentoring Program, chaired by Mr. Doug Tate, reported that surveys will be 
distributed to current mentors and mentees regarding whether the participants have found the program 
worthwhile or beneficial and whether participants wish to stay with their current mentors/mentees or 
whether they wish to be connected with a new mentor/mentee.

h. YLD:
Mr. Merithew reported that the YLD’s new executive committee consists of himself, as President, John 
White, Vice-President, and Meredith Kidd, Secretary.  They are looking for a Treasurer and expect the 
position to be filled in short order.  Their first meeting of the new fiscal year took place on August 6, 



2013.  Their current goal is to increase membership and participation.  Their primary purpose if to 
provide a professional and personal networking platform for young attorneys.  They have a Google 
listserv, Facebook page and are encouraging the formation of social group activities.  The YLD has a 
social committee and has changed its Pro Bono committee to a Programming Committee, which will 
work on both Pro Bono projects and CLEs.  The first event of the season will be a social scheduled for the 
first day of the New Admittee orientation.  

5. Old Business:

a. Law Library:  Maria Penta, the Law Librarian, retired. The EC learned of her retirement on her 
last day of work.  The EC sent Ms. Penta a card expressing appreciation for her years of service 
on behalf of the Bar, along with a gift.  Ms. Hall will publish notice of Ms. Penta’s retirement in 
the Bar Briefs.  On a separate note, concern has been expressed that the law library is shrinking to 
the point that it will no longer fulfill the needs of those who use it.  Mr. Gottschalk will discuss 
these concerns with our Clerk of Court, Mr. Cogburn.    

b. Habitat House Update:  Ms. Friesen reported that she will solicit additional donations from the 
bar membership.  She has raised approximately half of the funds needed for this project.  Mr. 
Baley reported that volunteers are needed on site.  While Ms. Hall has been announcing this need 
in Bar Briefs weekly, she will make this request more prominent.

6. New Business:
It was brought to the attention of the EC that family court may be moved to the fourth floor of the 
courthouse, to the chagrin of the family law bar. Mr. Poison is going to discuss this with Mr. Cogburn and 
report back to the EC.

A request was made by a new member of the Bar that he/she not be required to pay bar dues.  
Membership in a local bar is required by the NC State Bar.  Our bar is not in a position to waive dues.  
This new member apparently threatened to sue our local bar if he/she is required to pay dues.

Next Meeting:

The next regular EC meeting will be on September 9, 2013 at 12:30 in the Pisgah Legal Services 
conference room.

There being no further business coming before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned.  These 
minutes are respectfully submitted on the 12th day of August, 2013.

__________________________________
Annika M. Brock, Secretary


