
 Minutes of the April 4, 2016 Executive Committee Meeting

In Attendance:
A quorum was present.
In attendance were:  Brad Stark, President; Annika Brock, Vice President; Natalie Bacon, President-Elect; 
Robert (“Bo”) Carpenter, Treasurer; Dustin (“DJ”) McIntee, Secretary; Thomas Amburgey, Johanna 
Finkelstein, Johanna Fowler, Heather Goldstein, Anna Hamrick, Zephyr Jost, James Kilbourne, Frank (“Pat”) 
Patton, Anne Salter, and Bar Administrator Lisa-Gaye Hall.  

1. Introductions:
Mr. Stark called the meeting to order at 12:40pm.

2. Approval of Minutes:
Minutes of the February 29, 2016 meeting of the Executive Committee were reviewed; there was a motion to 
approve the minutes (Amburgey) and a second (Brock), and the minutes were unanimously APPROVED, with Mr. 
Carpenter, Mr. Amburgey, Ms. Fowler, Ms. Goldstein, and Mr. Kilbourne abstaining.

3. Treasurer’s Report:
Mr. Carpenter reported that the Bar is on track to finish the fiscal year under budget.  Mr. Carpenter reported 
that approximately $20,000 in Bar dues are currently outstanding, and that invoices will be sent out this week.

4. Committee Reports:

a. Finance – Mr. Carpenter reported that the Finance Committee met last month, but that no decisions 
were made regarding Bar matters.  Mr. Carpenter stated that the Committee is hoping to plan the 
budget for the next fiscal year during the coming month.
 

b. CLE – Mr. Gallagher was not present at the meeting.  Ms. Fowler reported that the CLE Committee 
met last month to discuss programming.  Ms. Fowler said the Committee will consider hosting 
CLEs on previously-addressed topics, but “revamped” and with different presenters.  Ms. Fowler 
said the Committee is seeking CLE accreditation sponsorship, which would allow the Bar to host 
the 12-hour New Admittees’ Professionalism CLE and would streamline other hosting processes.  
Ms. Fowler said the Committee had hosted 26 hours of CLE credits this previous year.  Ms. Fowler 
said the Committee will consider sending a monthly survey to Bar members in an effort to find out 
who is coming to which CLEs and why.  Ms. Fowler said the Committee will also be increasing its 
efforts to find and reach out to interested and potential CLE presenters.

c. Communications – Mr. Kilbourne reported that the Communications Committee has received three 
bids (or other expressions of interest) from potential hosts willing to host the Bar’s website.  Mr. 
Kilbourne requested that Mr. Stark allow each of the bidders to deliver a five-minute presentation 
on their bids to the Executive Committee before its next meeting; that request was GRANTED.  The 
time and place of such presentations shall be at 11:30 a.m. on Monday, May 2, 2016, in the office of 
Roberts & Stevens, P.A.  Mr. Kilbourne stated that he hopes the Executive Committee will vote to 
approve one of the hosts at the next Executive Committee meeting.

d. Special Events –Mr. Amburgey reported that the 50th Anniversary District Court celebration is 
scheduled for May 24, 2016, and that four speakers are currently lined up for the event.



e. Pro Bono – Ms. Franks was not present at the meeting.  Ms. Hall reported that the Pro Bono Award 
recipients will be recognized at next week’s Bar lunch on April 13, 2016.

f. Nominating – Ms. Grant was not present at the meeting.  Ms. Hall reported that the Committee had 
received one nomination for the three open Executive Committee seats, and had not received any 
nomination for Executive Committee officer positions.

g. Mentoring Program – Mr. Elston was not present at the meeting and no report was made.

h. Young Lawyers Division – Ms. Jost reported that the YLD is working to solidify its Board for the 
upcoming year, and is trying to coordinate the start of its Board’s calendar year to align with that of 
the 28th JDB.  Ms. Jost also reported that the YLD is working on planning its spring social / 
community service event, but that no final plan has been set.

5. Old Business:

Nothing to report.

6. New Business:

The Executive Committee voted on Centennial Award and Professional Award recipients.  The award winners 
were selected, but the results will remain confidential until the June Bar lunch.

Jim Barrett at Pisgah Legal Services requested the Executive Committee approve Harris Livingston of McGuire, 
Wood & Bissette to serve on the board of Pisgah Legal Services.  No motion was required, and Mr. Livingston 
was unanimously APPROVED for the position.

The Executive Committee discussed the creation of the Distinguished Young Lawyer Award, to be awarded to 
an attorney in the 28th JDB who is under 40 years old and who has been practicing in the 28th Judicial District 
for no more than ten years.  The award will consider the criteria of legal ability, professionalism, and ethical 
conduct.  There was a motion to establish the award (Brock) and a second (Amburgey), and the motion was 
unanimously APPROVED.  The final criteria of the award will be disseminated to the Executive Committee 
members by Ms. Hall and approved forthwith, and nominations for the award will be sought from 28th Judicial 
District Bar members thereafter.

7. President’s Report:

Mr. Stark stated there was nothing to report.

Next Meeting:

The next regular EC meeting is scheduled for May 2, 2016 at 12:30pm in the Roberts & Stevens, P.A., 
conference room.

There being no further business coming before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned.  These 
minutes are respectfully submitted on the 25th day of April, 2016.

__________________________________
Dustin J. McIntee, Secretary


