
 Minutes of the March 2, 2015 Executive Committee Meeting

In Attendance:
A quorum was present.
In attendance were:  Jackie Grant, President;  Brad Stark, President-Elect; Natalie Bacon, Vice-President; Bo 
Carpenter, Treasurer; James Ellis, Past President; Jack Poisson, Pat Patton, James Kilbourne, Heather Goldstein, 
Thomas Gallagher, Dustin (“DJ”) McIntee, for YLD; Liz Franks, Pro-Bono Chair; Joanna Fowler, Annika 
Brock, Secretary, and Bar Administrator Lisa-Gaye Hall.  

1. Introductions:
Ms. Grant called the meeting to order at 12:30pm.

2. Consent Agenda:

a. Minutes:  Minutes of the February 1, 2015 meeting of the Executive Committee were reviewed.  Ms. 
Grant noted that the Finance Committee recommended that paralegals employed by members of the 28th JDB, 
excluding freelance paralegal, be permitted to attend 28th JDB CLEs at the member rate of $25 per hour, rather 
than the non-member rate of $50 per hour.  Ms. Brock moved that the minutes be approved with the change 
noted by Ms. Grant.  Mr. Poisson seconded the motion, which motion passed unanimously.

b. Treasurer’s Report:  Mr. Carpenter reviewed the Balance Sheets and the Profit and Loss Statement for 
the 28th Judicial District Bar.  Mr. Kilbourne moved that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted.  Mr. Patton 
seconded the motion, which motion passed unanimously.  

3. Committee Reports:

a. Finance Committee:  The Finance Committee has not met.  The Executive Committee received an 
application from the NC Judicial Support Staff, asking for funding, which was considered by the 
Finance Committee.  The Finance Committee recommended its denial and the EC voted unanimously 
with the Finance Committee.

b. CLE Committee:   Mr. Gallagher reported that the committee did not meet, but that Leann Melton 
would be participating in a criminal law CLE in the near future.

c. Communications Committee:  Mr. Kilbourne reported that the committee did not meet, but that the 
newsletters continue to go out, thanks to Ms. Hall.

d. Special Events Committee:  No report.  

e. Pro Bono Committee:  Ms. Franks reported that the committee met in February and considered 
nominees for the 2015 Pro Bono Award.  The slate of nominees included Nikki Applefield, April Burt 
and Dale Curriden.  Joanne Fowler moved to accept this slate of nominees and Mr. Kilbourne seconded 
the motion, which motion passed unanimously.

The EC discussed the status and location of the law library, 11th floor of the courthouse, and whether 
Westlaw was accessible.



The annual event, 4All, is scheduled for Friday, March 6, 2015.  Volunteers are needed for the slot 
between 4pm and 7pm.  The event will be held, again, at the WLOS station in Biltmore Park.

f. Nominating Committee:  Mr. Ellis reported that the committee will meet in March.  It is time to elect a 
new state bar councilor, as Mr. Gum is not eligible to serve another consecutive term.  Interest for this 
position will be solicited from the bar and a vote will be taken at the 28th JDB annual meeting on June 
10.  Nominations can be taken from the floor, too. 

g. Mentoring Committee:  Mr. Poisson reported that mentors and mentees have been matched 
successfully.

h. YLD Committee:  Mr. McIntee reported that the YLD will be hosting a CLE at the end of May or early 
June the topic being practicing law in Business Court.  

Old Business:

Nominations are being sought for the Centennial Award and the Professionalism Award.  They are due 
by the end of March.

New Business:

A.  Policy Amendment.  It is a written policy of the EC to award $2000 annually in sponsorships, to be 
spent in increments of $500 per quarter.  In recent years, the EC has been exceeding the maximum 
amount by approximately $500 and the scholarships are awarded as requested and not on a quarterly 
basis.  There was significant discussion regarding whether the sponsorship policy should be 
amended and, if so, how the policy should be drafted.  Mr. Gallagher moved to amend the policy by 
increasing the ceiling to $2,500 annually and removing the requirement that the funds be disbursed 
on a quarterly basis.  Ms. Brock seconded the motion.  After more discussion, Mr. Gallagher 
amended his motion to provide that the policy should amended such that the scholarship amount to 
be awarded each year shall be between $2,000 and $3,000.  Ms. Brock accepted the amended.  (Ms. 
Bacon and Ms. Fowler had to leave the meeting.)  It was discussed at length whether there should 
be any dollar figure included in the policy.  A vote was taken and 7 voted in favor of the motion and 
3 voted against.  The motion passed.

B. Mr. Kilbourne suggested that the 28th JDB create a new award called the Lifetime Legal 
Achievement Award, to be given to someone who has significantly contributed to the 28th JDB 
jurisprudence.  This award would necessarily not be given annually.  

C. Ms. Goldstein noted that she may discuss with the EC at its next meeting the possibility of 
partnering with On Track Financial to provide financial counseling to new attorneys, typically laden 
with student loans.

President’s Report:

It has been proposed that the Register of Deeds be relocated to 205 College Street.  The current location 
of the Register of Deeds would be occupied by the Family Justice Center.  The county spent millions of dollars 
upfitting the current Register of Deeds just a few years ago.  Ms. Grant will be looking into this issue and 
reporting back to the EC at its next regular meeting.

Next Meeting:

The next regular EC meeting is scheduled for March 30, 2015 at 12:30pm in the  Pisgah Legal Services 
conference room.



There being no further business coming before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned.  These 
minutes are respectfully submitted on the 19th day of March, 2015.

__________________________________
Annika M. Brock, Secretary
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