
 Minutes of the February 29, 2016 Executive Committee Meeting

In Attendance:
A quorum was present.
In attendance were:  Brad Stark, President; Annika Brock, Vice President; Natalie Bacon, President-Elect; 
Jacqueline Grant, Past-President; Dustin (“DJ”) McIntee, Secretary; Brian Elston, Johanna Finkelstein, Liz 
Franks, Thomas Gallagher, Anna Hamrick, Zephyr Jost, Frank (“Pat”) Patton, Anne Salter, and Bar 
Administrator Lisa-Gaye Hall.  

1. Introductions:
Mr. Stark called the meeting to order at 12:35pm.

2. Approval of Minutes:
Minutes of the February 1, 2016 meeting of the Executive Committee were reviewed; there was a motion to 
approve the minutes (Gallagher) and a second (Brock), and the minutes were unanimously APPROVED.

3. Treasurer’s Report:
Mr. Carpenter was not present at the meeting; Ms. Hall provided current Profit/Loss and Balance Statements for 
the 28th JDB.  Ms. Hall reported that the Bar has brought in $134,400 in revenue, including $114,000 in member 
dues, with approximately $8,000 in unpaid member dues outstanding.  Ms. Hall reported that revenues received 
are sufficient to cover the 28th JDB’s annual budget, currently set at $127,400.

4. Committee Reports:

a. Finance – Mr. Carpenter was not present at the meeting; Ms. Hall reported that the financial 
committee did not meet in February.
 

b. CLE – Mr. Gallagher recapped the one-hour Lunch-and-Learn CLE discussing estate planning, 
hosted by Pisgah Legal Services on February 18.  Mr. Gallagher noted that there are no Bar-hosted 
CLEs scheduled in the next few months, and that the CLE Committee is working on its fall CLE 
programming, with an emphasis on 1.0 hour CLEs as opposed to 4-5 hour programs.

c. Communications – Mr. Kilbourne was not present at the meeting.  Ms. Hall reported that a Request 
for Proposal for web hosting will be distributed to the Executive Committee upon final review and 
approval from the Communications Committee.

d. Special Events –Mr. Amburgey was not present at the meeting.  Ms. Hall reported that the Special 
Events Committee will be meeting in the near future.

e. Pro Bono – On February 18, 2016, Ms. Franks submitted the slate of candidates to the Executive 
Committee by e-mail; the candidates were APPROVED by unanimous vote, conducted by e-mail.  A 
copy of the e-mail is attached following these minutes. The slate of candidates nominated includes: 
John Noor (Young Lawyer Award), Ana Prendergast, Evan Dewandler, and Kevin Radey (William 
Thorpe Award).  Ms. Franks reported that the award recipients have been notified of their selection.   
Ms. Franks also reported that the Pro Bono Committee plans to meet this coming month.

Ms. Franks discussed the “ongoing process” with providing packets to pro se litigants in family 
court; Ms. Franks reported that the court would prefer to be provided with pre-printed copies of the 



packets as opposed to being provided with a printer and computer paper.  Ms. Finkelstein informed 
the Executive Committee that the Clerk of Superior Court cannot collect money from litigants to 
purchase the packets, due to previous issues with money disappearing from the Clerk’s office.  Ms. 
Finkelstein also offered to ask about the status of the law library on the 10th floor of the courthouse.

f. Nominating – Ms. Grant reported she had found six attorneys willing to serve on the Nominating 
Committee: Leah Broker, Sean Devereux, Patrick McCroskey, Joseph McGuire, Morgan Bryant, 
and Megan Silver.  Ms. Grant submitted this slate for approval; with no motion being required for a 
vote, the slate was unanimously APPROVED by the Executive Committee.  Ms. Grant also reported 
that a notice seeking nominations would be e-mailed to Bar members in the next Bar Briefs,with a 
deadline for nominee submissions of March 30.

g. Mentoring Program – Mr. Elston reported that he had taken preliminary steps but was still looking 
for assistance in reestablishing the mentoring program.  Mr. Elston reported that Judge Sharon 
Barrett had expressed an interest in helping; Ms. Jost also volunteered to assist with the program.  
Mr. Elston said he would e-mail Judge Barrett and Ms. Jost to schedule meetings in the near future.

h. Young Lawyers Division – Ms. Jost reported that the YLD is working on planning a spring social 
(normally a hybrid community service project + social event), preferably in an outdoor setting.  Ms. 
Jost reported she is recruiting new officers for the YLD board for the 2016-17 year.

Ms. Jost reported that the YLD-hosted CLE on January 29 encountered an issue, where non-YLD 
members were paying the YLD rate ($3/credit hour) instead of the standard rate ($25/credit hour).  
In order to address this issue, Ms. Jost said the YLD is discussing imposing a nominal fee ($10-12 
per year) in order to keep an official YLD roll and to track official YLD members.  No action was 
taken on this proposal at this meeting.

5. Old Business:

The Pisgah Legal Services Summer Intern report was presented to the Executive Committee; the Summer Intern 
program receives Bar funds and is required to submit a report before funds are released.  The report was mainly 
qualitative in description and did not include figures as to hours worked, interns supported, or monies spent.  
The Executive Committee will wait to receive a revised report before releasing funds to the program.

6. New Business:

The Executive Committee’s Vice President, Secretary, and three “Class of 2016” member spots are all open for 
nominations, per the bylaws of the 28th JDB.  There was also discussion of adjusting the term of the YLD chair 
to commence on July 1 along with the Executive Committee members, for better congruity among members.

7. President’s Report:

Mr. Stark stated there was nothing to report.

Next Meeting:

The next regular EC meeting is scheduled for April 4, 2016 at 12:30pm in the Pisgah Legal Services 
conference room.

There being no further business coming before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned.  These 
minutes are respectfully submitted on the 30th day of March, 2016.

__________________________________
Dustin J. McIntee, Secretary


