
 Minutes of the February 1, 2016 Executive Committee Meeting

In Attendance:
A quorum was present.
In attendance were:  Brad Stark, President; Annika Brock, Vice President; Jacqueline Grant, Past-President; 
Dustin (“DJ”) McIntee, Secretary; Robert (“Bo”) Carpenter, Treasurer; Thomas Amburgey, Johanna 
Finkelstein, Liz Franks, Thomas Gallagher, Anna Hamrick, Zephyr Jost, James Kilbourne, Frank (“Pat”) Patton, 
Anne Salter, and Bar Administrator Lisa-Gaye Hall.  

1. Introductions:
Mr. Stark called the meeting to order at 12:40pm.

2. Approval of Minutes:
Minutes of the January 4, 2016 meeting of the Executive Committee were reviewed; there was a motion to 
approve the minutes as amended (Amburgey) and a second (Kilbourne), and the minutes were unanimously 
APPROVED as amended.

3. Treasurer’s Report:
Mr. Carpenter reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for the 28th Judicial District Bar and provided current Profit/Loss 
and Balance Statements.  Mr. Carpenter reported that the balance of outstanding Bar member dues is currently 
$20,000 (approximately), and that the Bar has collected approximately $99,000 in dues.

4. Committee Reports:

a. Finance – Mr. Carpenter stated that the financial committee did not meet in January.  Mr. Carpenter 
presented to the Executive Committee two sponsorship requests recently received:

1. Pisgah Legal Services – $1,000 for Jazz for Justice event

It was noted that Pisgah Legal Services also currently receives from the Bar, on an annual basis, 
$1,500 for a summer intern program, and $1,500 from the Pro Bono Committee for general use.  
It was also noted that, last year, the Executive Committee modified its sponsorship policies to 
allow for up to $2,500 to be spent on sponsoring outside events, so long as such events: (i) have 
a nexis to the law; (ii) are not being hosted b y a charitable organization; and (iii) can receive 
sponsorship money without violating the bylaws of the Bar.

Mr. Gallagher recused himself due to a conflict.  Ms. Grant moved to accept the sponsorship 
request of $1,000; Mr. Patton seconded the motion, and the motion was APPROVED by 
unanimous vote, with one abstention (Gallagher).

2. Veteran’s Court – $500 for event for Judge Pope to discuss Veteran’s Court

The apparent purpose of this event would be to build public awareness and disseminate 
information about Veteran’s Court; the funds would be used for renting an event space, paying 
for hosting staff, providing appetizers, etc.  Hosting the event is apparently contingent on the 
receipt of the requested sponsorship money from the Bar.  It was noted that the last such public 
awareness event, held regarding the Diversion Program in the spring of 2015, was not well 
attended by the general public.  It was also noted that the Veteran’s Court is preparing a request 



to Buncombe County for $60,000 in operational funds.  Finally, it was noted that the May Bar 
Luncheon will include a presentation from Ms. Kathy Killian on representing clients with 
mental health and substance abuse disorders, and that this might present an opportunity for 
Judge Pope to discuss Veteran’s Court with the broader Bar (estimated time: 10 minutes).

Ms. Finkelstein moved to table the motion in order to discuss additional options; Mr. Kilbourne 
seconded the motion, and the motion was APPROVED by unanimous vote.

b. CLE – Mr. Gallagher recognized the successful Arbitration-Mediation CLE put on by the Young 
Lawyers’ Division on January 29.  Mr. Gallagher also noted that the lunchtime CLE on January 13 
discussing substance abuse was considered a success.  Mr. Gallagher said no further steps have been 
taken in surveying Bar member as to desired CLE topics, but the Committee will continue to work 
on this matter.  Mr. Gallagher also noted that a one-hour Lunch-and-Learn CLE discussing estate 
planning will be hosted by Pisgah Legal Services on February 18.

c. Communications – Mr. Kilbourne reported that a draft of the RFP for hosting the Bar’s website was 
released, and that editing of the RFP would continue this week.  Upon completion of the editing 
process, Mr. Kilbourne said the RFP would be presented to President Stark for approval before 
publishing; after publication, bids will be brought back to the Committee for consideration.

d. Special Events –Mr. Amburgey reported that Judge Hill desires to host a ceremony to celebrate 50 
years of the 28th Judicial District Court; there is no date set yet, but there has been discussion about 
choosing a date in May.  No action was taken on this matter at this time.

e. Pro Bono – Ms. Franks reported that the Pro Bono Committee is very close to distributing a test 
batch of family court pro se packets; the current plan is to print 100 packets (at a cost of > $400.00), 
and to see how long those packets last, with a goal of those packets lasting through the end of 2016.  
Ms. Franks also noted the Pro Bono Committee will be meeting on February 9 to prepare a slate of 
Prop Bono Award candidates, with the intention of honoring the award recipients at the April Bar 
Luncheon.

**On February 18, 2016, Ms. Franks submitted the slate of candidates to the Executive Committee 
by e-mail; the candidates were APPROVED by unanimous vote, conducted by e-mail.**

f. Nominating – Ms. Grant stated there was nothing to report at this time.  Ms. Grant said she is still in 
the process of filling the Nominating Committee.

g. Mentoring Program – Mr. Elston was not present and no report was made at this time.

h. Young Lawyers Division – Ms. Jost reported that the Arbitration-Mediation CLE hosted by the 
YLD on January 29 was a success.  Ms. Jost said the YLD board will be planning its spring 
programming and next election cycle at its next meeting.

5. Old Business:

None to report.

6. New Business:

None to report.

7. President’s Report:

a. Mr. Stark noted that the District Court 50th anniversary event had been addressed.



b. Mr. Stark put forward the nomination of Bill Wolcott to the board of Pisgah Legal Services.  
Pursuant to the bylaws of Pisgah Legal Services, the Executive Committee is tasked with approving 
nominees to the Pisgah board.  Mr. Kilbourne moved that Mr. Wolcott be so nominated; Ms. Brock 
seconded the motion, and the motion was APPROVED by unanimous vote.

Next Meeting:

The next regular EC meeting is scheduled for February 29, 2016 at 12:30pm in the Pisgah Legal 
Services conference room.

There being no further business coming before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned.  These 
minutes are respectfully submitted on the 25th day of February, 2016.

__________________________________
Dustin J. McIntee, Secretary


