
 Minutes of the November 30, 2015 Executive Committee Meeting

In Attendance:
A quorum was present.
In attendance were:  Brad Stark, President; Natalie Bacon, President-Elect; Dustin (“DJ”) McIntee, Secretary; 
Robert (“Bo”) Carpenter, Treasurer; Johanna Finkelstein, Johanna Fowler, Liz Franks, Heather Goldstein, 
Zephyr Jost, James Kilbourne, Frank (“Pat”) Patton, Anne Salter, and Bar Administrator Lisa-Gaye Hall.  

1. Introductions:
Mr. Stark called the meeting to order at 12:40pm.

2. Approval of Minutes:
Minutes of the November 2, 2015 meeting of the Executive Committee were reviewed; there was a motion to 
approve the minutes (Bacon) and a second (Patton), and the minutes were unanimously APPROVED.

3. Treasurer’s Report:
Mr. Carpenter reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for the 28th Judicial District Bar and provided Profit/Loss and 
Balance Statements current through November 25, 2015.

4. Committee Reports:

a. Finance – Mr. Carpenter said that many of the Bar dues unpaid as of the last EC meeting had since 
been paid, and that the Bar was in “good shape” financially.

b. CLE – Mr. Gallagher was not present at the meeting; Ms. Hall reported on behalf of the Committee.  
Ms. Hall noted that the Bar’s two CLEs (dates: 10/30 and 11/13) each drew approximately 17-18 
attorneys; the question was posed as to why more were not attending these CLEs.  It was suggested 
that Bar-hosted CLEs be marketed to other Judicial District Bars and that inquiry be made as to 
what CLE topics attorneys would be more likely to attend.  Ms. Hall stated that the CLEs had spent 
$3,800 in fees and brought in $2,260 from attending attorneys.  Ms. Hall mentioned that the 
Committee was continuing in its coordination with the YLD for a CLE regarding arbitration and 
mediation in early 2016.  Ms. Hall also noted that the January Bar luncheon (Wednesday 1/13) will 
include a speaker from the Lawyer Assistance Program, who will conduct a 1-hour CLE that meets 
the requirements for Substance Abuse training.

c. Communications – Mr. Kilbourne reported that the Communications Committee would be 
producing a RFP for a new website proposal in the near future; that RFP will be sent to EC 
members and will be approved by the EC before being issued.  Ms. Hall reported that there will be 
no Bar Briefs during the weeks of Christmas and New Year’s, and that the next Bar Brief will likely 
be sent out on Tuesday January 12, the day before the Substance Abuse CLE.

d. Special Events –Mr. Amburgey was not present at the meeting; Ms. Hall reported on behalf of the 
Committee.  Ms. Hall reported that the Bar had raised over $6,000 in donations from its members 
for the Holiday Party Fund.  Ms. Hall proposed that the bar tab covered by the EC be raised from 
$3,000 to $4,000, with all remaining funds directed towards paying for catering and live musicians 
at the event.  President Stark called for a vote; the proposal was APPROVED, with Mr. Carpenter 
voting against the proposal.



e. Pro Bono – Ms. Franks reported that the Pro Bono Committee is still reviewing the packets that 
Judge Dotson-Smith requested be made available to pro se family court litigants, before the packets 
are printed and distributed.  Ms. Frankis reported that the Committee is scheduled to meet again in 
January.  Ms. Franks said the Committee will be submitting nominations for Pro Bono Awards to 
the Bar in mid-December.

f. Nominating – Ms. Grant was not in attendance and no report was made at this time.

g. Mentoring Program – Mr. Elston was not in attendance and no report was made at this time.

h. Young Lawyers Division – Ms. Jost reported that the YLD was partnering with Highland Circle and 
United Way for volunteering events with other local professionals; the first event is scheduled in 
early January.  Ms. Jost reported that attendance at the YLD/Early Career Physicians’ social was a 
success, and that the groups intended to co-host joint social functions in the future.  Ms. Jost noted 
the upcoming YLD Holiday Party (Wednesday 12/9) at Sky Lanes Bowling in West Asheville.  Ms. 
Jost also discussed the upcoming arbitration/mediation CLE, co-hosted with the full 28th Judicial 
District Bar, set for the end of January; the CLE will be “skills based” and include break-out mock 
negotiation exercises.

5. Old Business:

None to report.

6. New Business:

None to report.

7. President’s Report:

Mr. Stark stated there was nothing to report.

Next Meeting:

The next regular EC meeting is scheduled for January 4, 2015 at 12:30pm in the Pisgah Legal Services 
conference room.

There being no further business coming before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned.  These 
minutes are respectfully submitted on the 2nd day of December, 2015.

__________________________________
Dustin J. McIntee, Secretary


