
 Minutes of the October 5, 2015 Executive Committee Meeting

In Attendance:
A quorum was present.
In attendance were:  Brad Stark, President; Natalie Bacon, President-Elect; Annika Brock, Vice-President; 
Jackie Grant, Past-President;  Dustin (“DJ”) McIntee, Secretary; Robert (“Bo”) Carpenter, Treasurer; Johanna 
Finkelstein, Thomas Amburgey, James Kilbourne, Anne Salter, Heather Goldstein, Thomas Gallagher, and Bar 
Administrator Lisa-Gaye Hall.  

1. Introductions:
Mr. Stark called the meeting to order at 12:40pm.

2. Approval of Minutes:
Minutes of the September 2, 2015 meeting of the Executive Committee were reviewed; one amendment to the 
minutes was made (Ms. Goldstein was not present at the meeting but was listed as having attended; this was 
corrected) and the minutes were APPROVED, by unanimous motion.

3. Treasurer’s Report:
Mr. Carpenter reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for the 28th Judicial District Bar.  Mr. Carpenter said that notices 
for unpaid member dues were being sent out soon, and that members of the 28th Judicial District Bar collectively 
owe $2,970.00 in unpaid fees from the 2014-15 year.  The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and APPROVED, by 
unanimous motion.

4. Committee Reports:

a. Finance – 
i. Mr. Carpenter presented the EC with a sponsorship request from AB Tech that was tabled at the 

September EC meeting.  The sponsorship request sought $500.00 to pay for textbooks for the 
potential sponsoree’s criminal justice program.  The committee recommended that the AB Tech 
request be denied; the recommendation was APPROVED, by unanimous motion.

ii. Mr. Carpenter presented a proposed increase in the balance maximum on the account linked to 
the Bar Administrator’s debit card, from $500.00 to $750.00.  The committee recommended 
that the proposal be approved; the proposal was APPROVED, by unanimous motion.

b. CLE – Mr. Gallagher reported that the committee is preparing to present two CLEs before the end 
of 2015: one titled Creating a Litigation Advantage through Proper Discovery [October 30], and one 
titled Competent Criminal Representation for Civil Attorneys [November 13].  Mr. Gallagher also 
reported that the committee discussed presenting two future CLEs in February 2016: one dealing 
with Alternative Dispute Resolution and one addressing Substance Abuse and Mental Health issues.  
Mr. Gallagher also discussed the possibility of presenting one-hour lunchtime CLEs hosted by 
Pisgah Legal Services.

c. Communications – Mr. Kilbourne raised two issues of concern: (1) establishing a long-term plan for 
automatic or recurring updates of the 28th Judicial District Bar’s website; and (2) addressing 
requests by Bar members who wish to send blanket e-mails to the members, a situation that arose 
last month when a Bar member requested that Ms. Hall post or redistribute a message advocating 
against N.C. House Bill 663 (v.4).  (Ms. Hall declined the member’s request after consulting with 
the committee.)  The committee agreed to meet before the next EC meeting to discuss the website.  



The board generally agreed that Ms. Hall’s declination to redistribute the message was proper, but 
no motion was made and no formal action was taken.

d. Special Events – Mr. Amburgey reported that the Bar panoramic photograph is scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 6, 2015, at 4 p.m. at the Pack’s Square Pavilion, with an alternate weather date of 
October 7 at the same time and place.  Mr. Amburgey also noted the Bar’s memorial ceremony is 
scheduled for November 5, 2015, in the 5th Floor Courtroom of the Buncombe County Courthouse, 
and that the committee is still seeking speakers for the event.

e. Pro Bono – Ms. Franks reported that the committee will have its first meeting next Tuesday, and 
that they will be discussing recruitment.  Ms. Franks also noted that Bar member Bryant Webster 
received the North Carolina Bar Association’s 2015 William Thorp Pro Bono Service Award, and 
the committee would discuss recognition of Mr. Webster for his accomplishment.

f. Nominating – Ms. Grant stated there was nothing for the committee to report at this time.

g. Mentoring Program – Mr. Elston was not present at the meeting to present for the committee.  It 
was noted that none of the 17 attendees at the New Admittees CLE signed up for the mentorship 
program.  Potential reasons for this result were discussed, but no motion was made and no formal 
action was taken.

h. Young Lawyers Division – Ms. Jost reported on the status of YLD activities planned for the fall.  
Ms. Jost discussed hosting a joint chocolate and beer tasting with Pisgah Legal Services, reported on 
attendance at the New Admittees Social held at Lexington Avenue Brewery on Friday, October 2, 
and discussed hosting a joint social event with a local Young Physician’s Group.  Ms. Jost reported 
that she had been in contact with OnTrack, a student loan counseling group, about hosting an event 
to discuss repayment and refinancing of student loans.  Ms. Jost also reported that she had been in 
contact with United Way about co-hosting volunteer and/or social events.  Ms. Jost reported that the 
YLD had also discussed hosting a CLE addressing Alternative Dispute Resolution, and said that she 
would discuss the matter with Mr. Gallagher and the CLE committee.

5. Old Business:

None to report.

6. New Business:

None to report.

7. President’s Report:

Mr. Stark reported that there are discussions “in the works” regarding the establishment of a Bench-Bar liaison 
for communicating concerns between judges and the Bar.  Mr. Stark is unsure at this time whether the judges 
will be receptive to such a position.  The matter will be discussed further, but no motion was made and no 
formal action was taken.

Next Meeting:
The next regular EC meeting is scheduled for November 2, 2015 at 12:30pm in the Pisgah Legal 

Services conference room.
There being no further business coming before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned.  These 

minutes are respectfully submitted on the 23rd day of October, 2015.

__________________________________
Dustin J. McIntee, Secretary


