
 Minutes of the January 4, 2016 Executive Committee Meeting

In Attendance:
A quorum was present.
In attendance were:  Brad Stark, President; Annika Brock, Vice President; Dustin (“DJ”) McIntee, Secretary; 
Robert (“Bo”) Carpenter, Treasurer; Thomas Amburgey, Brian Elston, Johanna Finkelstein, Johanna Fowler, 
Liz Franks, Thomas Gallagher, Heather Goldstein, Zephyr Jost, James Kilbourne, Frank (“Pat”) Patton, and Bar 
Administrator Lisa-Gaye Hall.  

1. Introductions:
Mr. Stark called the meeting to order at 12:40pm.

2. Approval of Minutes:
Minutes of the November 30, 2015 meeting of the Executive Committee were reviewed; one substantive 
amendment (as an Ex Officio member, Ms. Franks did not vote for or against the increased alcohol budget at the 
Holiday Party) and two attendance amendments were made; there was a motion to approve the minutes as 
amended (Elston) and a second (Brock), and the minutes were unanimously APPROVED as amended.

3. Treasurer’s Report:
Mr. Carpenter reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for the 28th Judicial District Bar and provided current Profit/Loss 
and Balance Statements.  Mr. Carpenter reported that monies raised for the Holiday Party covered all 
expenditures for the event, including those approved at the November 30, 2015 Executive Committee meeting.  
Mr. Carpenter also reported an annual invoice from BarCares for attorney counseling services in the amount of 
$2,400 (12 total sessions utilized by five attorneys), substantially below the $7,700 budgeted annually by the 
Bar for BarCares counseling services.  Mr. Carpenter reported that the balance of outstanding Bar member dues 
is currently $25,000, but he expects most of those dues to “trickle in” over the course of the year.

4. Committee Reports:

a. Finance – Mr. Carpenter stated that the financial committee did not meet in December and that there 
was nothing new to report.

b. CLE – Mr. Gallagher noted that this month’s Bar luncheon (Wednesday 1/13) will include a speaker 
from the Lawyer Assistance Program, who will conduct a 1-hour CLE that meets the requirements 
for Substance Abuse training; the cost of that CLE is $25.  Mr. Gallagher discussed the format of 
the CLE co-hosted with the Young Lawyers Division at the end of January; the 4-credit CLE will 
focus on negotiation techniques, and will include break-out sessions for skill development along 
with instructor-presented materials.  Mr. Gallagher also discussed a 1-hour lunchtime CLE dealing 
with Estate Planning, to be hosted by Pisgah Legal Services and with a tentative date in March.

c. Communications – Mr. Kilbourne reported that the RFP for hosting the Bar’s website was not ready 
for Executive Committee approval.  Mr. Kilbourne reported that Bar Briefs would resume weekly 
delivery this week; Ms. Hall reported there was no backlog of member postings awaiting approval, 
and stated she would include a “blurb” about BarCares in the upcoming Bar Brief.

d. Special Events –Mr. Amburgey reported a Holiday Party RSVP total of 187, substantially higher 
than the previous high of ~120, and that the increased RSVP numbers led to an increase in food 
expenditures.  Mr. Amburgey reported expenditures of $13,840 on hosting the Holiday Party; he 



reported that $5,270 was raised for the Holiday Party (with an additional ~$2000 pledged), and that 
the remaining ~$8,000 in expenses were covered by Bar dues; and he reported an additional $3,272 
spent on alcohol, less than the $4,000 approved by the Executive Committee at the November 30 
meeting.  Mr. Amburgey suggested that, when requesting RSVPs for future Holiday Parties, the 
RSVP form distinguish between those attending for dinner and those only eating appetizers.

e. Pro Bono – Ms. Franks reported that the Pro Bono Committee is scheduled to meet on January 19.  
Ms. Franks said the Committee has submitted its nominations for Pro Bono Awards to the State Bar.  
Ms. Franks also reported that the Committee would be delivering the family court pro se litigant 
packets (discussed in prior meetings) to Ms. Hall for printing in the near future.

f. Nominating – Ms. Grant was not in attendance and no report was made at this time.  Ms. Hall 
reported she had contacted some Bar members and asked about their interest in serving on the 
Committee.

g. Mentoring Program – Mr. Elston reported that there were “new developments” in the mentoring 
program, and that he was actively working to spread publicity and information about the program.

h. Young Lawyers Division – Ms. Jost reported that the joint YLD-Highland Circle volunteer event 
with MANNA Food Bank was scheduled for this Saturday (1/9), and said she would send a notice 
for Ms. Hall to include in the Bar Briefs.  Ms. Jost also discussed the upcoming negotiation CLE, 
co-hosted with the full 28th Judicial District Bar, set for the end of January.

5. Old Business:

None to report.

6. New Business:

Ms. Goldstein reported that legal profession pledges to and volunteering with the United Way was “trending 
downward,” and she would like to see that trend reversed.  Ms. Goldstein asked for suggestions and input on 
how to better publicize or provide notice of opportunities to serve or donate to the organization.  Ms. Goldstein 
also noted that financial gifts may be directed to Pisgah Legal Services through the United Way, which she 
hoped would incentivize attorneys to donate.

7. President’s Report:

Mr. Stark stated there was nothing to report.

Next Meeting:

The next regular EC meeting is scheduled for February 1, 2015 at 12:30pm in the Pisgah Legal Services 
conference room.

There being no further business coming before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned.  These 
minutes are respectfully submitted on the 28th day of January, 2015.

__________________________________
Dustin J. McIntee, Secretary


