
 Minutes of the June 8, 2016 28th Judicial District Bar Annual Lunch Meeting

Introductions:

President Brad Stark called the meeting to order at 12:50pm.  President Stark recognized elected officials in 
attendance and opened the floor for introductions and Member announcements.

Programming:

1. State of the Bar – President Brad Stark
President Stark delivered the State of the Bar Address, discussing events and works performed by the 28th 
Judicial District Bar during the previous year.  Between July 2015 and June 2016, the Bar hosted 30 hours of 
low-cost CLE credits, organized the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the District Courts in May, and 
established the Distinguished Young Lawyer Award to recognize outstanding lawyers who are young and/or 
new to the practice.  The Bar put on nine luncheons, some with adjoined CLE-accredited presentations, as well 
as its annual picnic, night at the ballpark, and joint Federal-State swearing-in ceremony & orientation.  The Bar 
also provided sponsorship for five community events, funding for BarCares services for its members, and 
organization for a mentoring program that has paired 14 young lawyers with experienced mentors from within 
the Bar.  President Stark also stated the Bar was in good financial shape.

2. Annual Financial Report – Treasurer Bo Carpenter
Mr. Carpenter delivered the Bar’s Annual Financial Report and provided profit & loss statements to the Bar 
members in attendance.  Mr. Carpenter stated that, although a loss had been budgeted for at the start of the 
2015-16 year, the Bar finished the year with approximately $14,000 in net income.

3. Amendment to Bylaws – President Brad Stark
With notice having been provided at the previous Bar Lunch Meeting, a proposed amendment to the 28th 
Judicial District Bar Bylaws was voted on by the Bar members in attendance.  The amendment would create a 
Bench-Bar Liaison Committee, to “endeavor to facilitate open and frank discussions between Bar 
representatives and the Bench to further the administration of justice in Buncombe County.”  The amendment 
required approval by two-thirds of active members in attendance, there being more than 25 present.

Upon request for a vote by President Stark, the amendment was voted on and APPROVED unanimously, as 
determined by a show-of-hands vote.  The text of the amendment is attached following these minutes.

4. Outgoing Executive Committee Officers and Members Recognized – President Brad Stark
President Stark and the Bar recognized outgoing Executive Committee Officers and Members: Past-President 
Jackie Grant, Thomas Amburgey, Johanna Fowler, and Liz Franks.

5. Nomination and Election of Executive Committee Officers and Members – Past-President Jackie Grant
Past-President Grant, Chair of the Nominating Committee, presented a slate of proposed Executive Committee 
Officers and Members for the 2016-17 year assembled by the Nominating Committee in a meeting on May 4, 
2016.  The slate recommended President-Elect Natalie Bacon for President; Vice President Annika Brock for 
President-Elect; Executive Committee Member James Kilbourne for Vice President; current Treasurer Bo 
Carpenter for Treasurer; current Secretary Dustin McIntee for Secretary; and Angela Dorsey, Zephyr Jost, and 
Carter Webb for the vacant Executive Committee At-Large Member posts.

President Stark opened the floor for nominations from the Bar members in attendance and there were none.  
There was a motion and second to close, and discussion was closed; there was a motion and second to elect the 



proposed slate of Executive Committee Officers and Members, and the slate was ELECTED unanimously.  The 
Officers and Members were sworn in by Senior Resident Superior Court Judge Alan Z. Thornburg.

6. Proclamation from City of Asheville – President Brad Stark
President Stark announced and presented a proclamation from the City of Asheville, issued on May 24, 2016, 
recognizing the 50th Anniversary of the District Courts.  Upon completion, President Stark officially stepped 
down from his office.

7. Presentation of Awards – President Natalie Bacon
President Bacon addressed the Bar members briefly about the upcoming year.  President Bacon then introduced 
the presenters for the Bar’s annual awards.

o The Buncombe County Professionalism Award was presented to Assistant District Attorney Al 
Williams, by Thomas Amburgey.

o The North Carolina Bar Association’s Centennial Award recipient was announced as Carol Goins, by 
Johanna Finkelstein; Ms. Goins was unable to be in attendance, and the award will be presented to her at 
the next Bar Lunch in September.

o The 28th Judicial District Bar’s inaugural Distinguished Young Lawyer Award was presented to Stephen 
Cash, by Brad Searson.

Next Meeting:

The next 28th Judicial District Bar Lunch is scheduled for Wednesday, October 12, 2016 at 12:30 pm at 
The Venue, 21 N. Market St., Asheville, NC 28801.

There being no further business coming before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at 1:40 pm.

__________________________________
Dustin J. McIntee, Secretary

Attached: Full text of Amendment to Bylaws



BYLAWS AMENDMENT

A motion to amend the Bylaws of the 28th Judicial District Bar by inserting the 
following paragraphs, for the purpose of creating and establishing a local Bench-Bar Liaison 
Committee, was passed by at least a two-thirds majority of members in attendance at the Bar’s 
annual meeting on June 8, 2016.  Notice was filed with the Secretary at least thirty (30) days 
prior to the meeting, and the full text of the proposed amendment was properly published with 
notice of the annual meeting.  There were more than twenty-five (25) active members present 
at the meeting.  The full text of the amendment is as follows:

28th Judicial District Bar Bench Bar Liaison Committee

 The Bench-Bar Liaison Committee was created to facilitate and maintain good relations 

between the Bar and judiciary of the 28th Judicial District.  The Committee shall endeavor to 

create an environment of a respectful, but friendly, dialogue and camaraderie between the 

Bench and the Bar. The Committee will endeavor to facilitate open and frank discussions 

between Bar representatives and the Bench to further the administration of justice in 

Buncombe County.

The Committee shall consist of at least five but not more than nine members of the 

28th Judicial District.

Ex Officio members shall include one Superior Court Judge (nominated by the Senior 

Resident Superior Court Judge), a District Court Judge appointed by the Chief District Court 

Judge, and the President of the 28th JDB.  The remaining members of the Committee shall be 

selected by the Executive Committee of the 28th JDB to staggered two-year terms with at least 

one member of the 28th JDB who practices in each of the following areas of law: Criminal; 

Superior Court Civil; and Family Law.


