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Courthouse Renovations: Painful Progress 

   Construction will begin this fall on a nine-story “Life Safety Addition” at the Buncombe 

County Courthouse, displacing several offices but modernizing the 82-year old facility. 

The tower will be located on the northeast side of the courthouse, and will include new ele-

vators, restrooms and stairs. According to Jon Creighton, Assistant County Manager, the 

county has set aside the $24 million funds needed to complete the Life Safety Addition, as 

well as an additional $25 million for a nearby new courts building. 

   “Due to the lack of courtrooms of sufficient size, the county has agreed to begin the proc-

ess for construction of a new four-story courts building adjacent to the jail,” said Steve 

Cogburn, Buncombe County Clerk of Courts. Work on this building, which will include 

underground parking for judges, will begin in late 2011, and is scheduled to be completed 

in 2012, according to Creighton. 

   The Tax Department will move to the Health Department on College Street by October 

15, according to Cogburn. The Register of Deeds will also move to the same building, but 

not until January 2011. Health Department workers have already been relocated to the De-

partment of Social Services building on Coxe Avenue. Cogburn said, “Yes, it’s just like 

renovating your home, it’s painful. People will have to be nimble, because departments 

will have to be moved. We hope that most construction on the Life Safety Tower can be 

completed within nine months of the start of construction.” Cogburn hopes to use some of 

the upper floors of the existing building for storage of older files, making them more read-

ily available. It is also expected that criminal records will move to the first floor, where the 

Register of Deeds is currently located. 

   Currently, architect Keith Hargrove of Dixon Hargrove Architects says he is preparing 

the construction documents for the Life Safety Addition. “We are working now to get those 

ready to go out for bid,” he said. AmericanSouth Turner is the Construction-Manager-At-

Risk, or contractor, for the project. Now, the bidding process will be-

gin for the sub-contracting of the work. Most of the construction will 

take place after working hours to minimize disruption, Hargrove said.   

   The Life Safety Addition will include 4 elevators, fire escapes, new 

air conditioning and heating, and restrooms. The existing elevators in 

the courthouse will be reduced to two, and will be used for courthouse 

staff only. 

   Two new courtrooms will be constructed for juvenile court after the 

3rd floor is gutted in the current building. According to Jon Creighton, 

this will begin in late October. “We’ll begin by moving the utilities on 

the third floor,” he said. “And we have to walk through all the permit 

steps with the city, which is very time-consuming. But we feel like we 

have a good contractor in AmericanSouth Turner.” 

   American South is one of the largest contractors in the world, and 

they recently completed the Buncombe County Parking Deck on Col-

lege Street, Creighton said.  “This new Construction-Manager-At-Risk 

process will allow for more local companies to participate in this    

project, we hope,” he said.                            Written By Lisa-Gaye Hall 

 
Buncombe County Courthouse 
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   As I write this we are on the verge of starting a new school 
year, and for many of us this signals the end of summer.  Hope-
fully you’ve had a chance to get away some this summer, and 
hopefully to a cooler place (whatever happened to ―Cool Green 
Asheville‖ anyway?). Three highlights of my summer have been 
New York City, tomatoes and okra. 
   I had the good fortune to travel with my family to the Big 
Apple for three exciting days this summer. One night we were 
in the Little Italy section walking around. Upon approaching 
one intersection and waiting for the green light and the pedes-
trian signal, we proceeded across the intersection, carefully stay-
ing within the striped lines. Halfway through this intersection a 
car turned and  almost ran us over and the driver stuck his 
head out the window, glared at us and yelled: ―Hey, what the 
#@%* are you doing?‖  Having experienced a New York mo-
ment, we later discussed all kinds of rejoinders that had we 
been witty, brave or quick enough we might have tossed back.  
Of course we did nothing, but I kept thinking about that ques-
tion.  I’m quite sure my new friend did not intend his comment 
in a metaphorical or existential way, but it is a question worth 
pondering.  

   Like many of you, I dabble at gardening, and annually put out a small garden of the usual suspects - lettuce, squash,  
cucumbers, peppers and of course tomatoes.  I seem to always have a tomato curse, as I await the inevitable arrival of the 
blight or blossom end rot, or other maladies that sneak in with devastating effectiveness and curtail the daily gastronomic    
delights of white bread, mayonnaise and tomatoes.   
   Earlier in the spring Scott Carter and I were wrestling with putting together a real estate deal for our respective clients.  
Scott suggested that he and I meet and eat barbeque and discuss the situation. The pork was divine, the outlines of the 
deal were struck, and Scott shared his tip for avoiding the tomato blight. Luckily I followed his suggestion and have en-
joyed the greatest summer of tomatoes, all blight free and bountiful. 
   I have always loved okra, but have never tried to grow it except for a little experimental patch last year.  I expanded my 
okra efforts this year; the okra is happy, productive, about six feet tall and showing no signs of slowing down or ceasing  
production of  the wonderful pods that are delicious no matter what form they are prepared (bonus question - what  
college has the unofficial mascot named the Fighting Okra?).  My family raised me as a strictly cornmeal-dusted-lightly-
fried type okra cook; I have never seen anyone complain that there was too much fried okra.  An off-hand comment from 
a neighbor has led me to dabbling with roasting the okra, cut in small pieces and lightly coated in olive oil. This most 
wonderful surprise has shaken my long held belief that there was only one ―best‖ way to prepare okra. 
   What binds these disparate ruminations?  They are wonderful products of chance encounters. One of the goals of the 
Executive Committee of the Bar is to provide opportunities to get together with fellow members of the Bar for the simple 
act of fellowship. The monthly luncheons are great ways to meet a broad spectrum of our Bar members; breaking bread 
together and getting to know a  fellow lawyer may indeed make it easier to help your clients. In addition to the luncheons,  
we sponsor picnics, holiday parties, CLEs and other special events that all provide opportunities to not only meet folk but 
to also get involved with the Bar. While I will never give away Scott Carter’s secret (my guess is that he is too nice of a guy 
to not tell you his tomato ―secret‖), I will be happy to discuss the merits of fried and roasted okra with you at any of these 
gatherings.  A chance encounter, a friendship or an off handed comment may help you to peel back the layers of a simple 
question :  ―Hey, what the #@%* are you doing?‖ 

          Bill Christy, President 

 



  Attorney Max Cogburn Jr. has been nominated by President Barack Obama for a lifetime appointment as a federal district court 

judge. If confirmed by the Senate as a U.S. District Court judge for the Western District of North Carolina, Cogburn will replace 

Lacy  Thornburg, who retired in August after 14 years on the bench. U.S. Sen. Kay Hagan, D-N.C., recommended Cogburn, a for-

mer federal magistrate judge and assistant U.S. attorney, to the White House in October. 

   ―I am thrilled that President Obama has nominated Judge Cogburn to serve as District Court judge for the Western District,‖ 

Hagan said. ―I recommended Judge Cogburn because of his distinguished record as a jurist and attorney in both the public and pri-

vate sectors. He has the skills and expertise that this important position requires, and I am working with my colleagues to ensure he 

is quickly confirmed.‖ 

   Cogburn is a partner with Cogburn & Brazil P.A. in Asheville, where he has focused on criminal and civil litigation since early 

2006. Before that he served as a U.S. magistrate judge in the Western District for nine years. The Buncombe County native was an 

assistant U.S. attorney from 1980-92, serving as lead attorney in the Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force as well as 

chief assistant U.S. attorney. 

   Cogburn entered private practice in 1976 after earning degrees from Samford University Cumberland School of Law and UNC 

Chapel Hill. 

   Obama nominated Cogburn for the bench Thursday along with James Shadid, of Illinois. ―I am proud to nominate these out-

standing individuals to serve on the District Court bench,‖ the president said. ―I am confident they will serve the people of North 

Carolina and Illinois with distinction.‖ 
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2010-2011 Executive Committee 
President: William Christy 

President Elect: Douglas J. Tate 

Immediate Past President: Heidi Stewart 

Vice President: Ingrid Friesen 

Treasurer: Suzannah Plemmons Justus 

Secretary: Mae Creadick 

State Bar Councilor: Howard Gum 

Pro Bono Chair: James Ellis 

At-Large Members:  Courtney Booth, Alan 

Coxie, Michael Drye, Jason Gast, Tikkun 

Gottschalk, Cynthia Harbin Holman, Eileen 

McMinn, Jason Peltz, and Brad Stark 

   September 15 Bar Luncheon to Feature Judicial Candidate Speeches 

   The September 15 Bar Luncheon for the 28th JDB will feature 
short speeches from judicial candidates in local and state-wide races. 
Held at The Venue, 21 N. Market Street, the luncheon will begin at 
12:45 with brief introductory remarks by President Bill Christy. 
   Each candidate will have up to five minutes to discuss their  plat-
form and ask for the support of the members of the Bar. Almost 
every candidate on the ballot has accepted Vice-President Douglas J. 
Tate’s invitation to speak, and to date there are 20 judicial candi-
dates expected to take the microphone. Several candidates who are 
uncontested have opted to attend the luncheon, but not to speak. 
   Attending from Raleigh will be: Judge Barbara Jackson, Judge 
Ann Marie Calabria, Judge Jane Gray, and Judge Rick Elmore. 
Judge Sanford Steelman and Judge Martha Geer will send a cam-
paign representative to speak on their behalf. Also attending from 
out of town will be Judge Robert Hunter and Mr. Dean Poirier. 
   Local candidates to speak include: The Honorable Ron Moore, 
Ms. Bridgette Odom, Ms. Kate Dreher, Judge Alan Z. Thornburg, 
Judge Shirley Brown, Mr. John Jay Watson, Ms. Julie Kepple, Ms. 
Rhonda Moorefield, Judge Patricia Kaufmann Young, The Honor-
able Steve Cogburn, Mr. John R. Sutton, Jr., Judge Marvin Pope, 
Ms. Heather Whitaker Goldstein, and Ms. Diane K. McDonald. 
   To sign up for the luncheon, please visit www.28thJDB.com. 

http://www.28thJDB.com
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   Judicial Candidate Profiles 

Superior Court Judge District 28 

Kate Dreher graduated from 
the University of Pennsylvania 
and then received a law degree 
from Columbus School of Law 
at Catholic University in 
Washington, D.C.  She first 
practiced in Pennsylvania, 
where she was a law clerk for 
an appellate court judge, 
served as a prosecutor trying 
criminal jury trials, and spent 
more than two years doing 
civil litigation, also trying a 
civil jury trial, governed by the 
law of comparative negligence. 
   After moving to North   
Carolina in 1989, Kate worked 
as a law clerk in civil litigation 
for the law firm of Bob 

McClure while her North Carolina Bar application was pending. She 
was hired to work in the Buncombe County District Attorney’s  
Office by Bob Fisher in August of 1990. She  continued working for 
the District Attorney’s Office for the next twenty years, trying     
Superior Court jury trials including homicide, rape, child abuse, 
armed robbery, and arson. 
   The standards set forth for prosecutors in the Rules of Professional 
Conduct provide that ―a prosecutor has the responsibility of a     
minister of justice and not simply that of an advocate; the prosecu-
tor’s duty is to seek justice, not merely to convict. This responsibility 
carries with it specific obligations to see that the defendant is      
accorded procedural justice and that guilt is decided upon the basis 
of sufficient evidence‖.  Those are the standards Kate Dreher has 
upheld and the responsibilities she has honored. 
   In 1994, she became the first female attorney in the State of North 
Carolina to be recognized as a Board Certified State Criminal Law 
Specialist, demonstrating a high level of scholarship and dedication 
to improving the practice of law. She has served as guest faculty at 
the National Advocacy Center for many years and has lectured at 
nationally sponsored homicide trial courses. 
   In addition to prosecuting crime, Kate Dreher has made significant 
efforts in crime prevention,  by serving as Chairperson of the      
Buncombe County Child Protection Team, The Juvenile Crime 
Prevention Council, and The Gang Violence Prevention Project – 
which she helped write the grant to fund, and as a member of the 
Board of Caring For Children.  She also joined Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters in 2000 and still maintains a treasured friendship with her 
little sister ten years later. 
   After more than twenty years of working in the Superior Court 
courtroom handling jury trials, motions, and pleas, Kate Dreher is 
now a candidate for Superior Court Judge. 

I am honored to serve as your 
Senior Resident Superior 
Court Judge in Buncombe 
County. 
   As trial judge for nearly two 
years, I preside over jury trials, 
hand down felony sentences in 
criminal cases, and interpret 
and apply the law in the settle-
ment of complex civil disputes. 
The view from a judge’s    
perspective is like no other: 
one must be absolutely fair 
and impartial, conducting 
court efficiently, with an even 
temperament, treating all in-
volved in the proceedings with 
respect and dignity.  I put 
these  qualities into practice on 
a daily basis and have the  

critical experience of one  accustomed to judicial responsibility. 
   In addition to my regular duties as judge, I also preside over     
Buncombe County’s Drug Treatment Court.  This is a tough      
program of strict accountability, including treatment, work, and 
intensive monitoring.  Drug Court saves lives, re-unites families, and 
saves taxpayer dollars.  This program includes intensive mental 
health and addiction treatment and helps participants end the prison 
cycle. 
   I was raised in Western North Carolina and was educated in the 
public schools before attending Davidson College and Wake Forest 
University Law School.  I have been committed to various causes in 
our community, including Pisgah Legal Services, A-Hope Shelter for 
the Homeless, UNC-Asheville Foundation Board, and the Environ-
mental Leadership Center of Warren Wilson College.  My wife and I 
have two children enrolled in the public schools, and I am a       
Presbyterian Elder and Deacon. 
   I served as aide to the Honorable Terry Sanford in the United 
States Senate, and as law clerk to the Honorable Sam Ervin, III of 
the United States Court of Appeals.  After practicing law in Asheville 
for 7 years in the areas of business, estate, employment and contract 
law, I served as Judge on the North Carolina Court of Appeals,  
ruling on hundreds of cases and authoring dozens of opinions    
interpreting and applying North Carolina criminal and civil law. 
   Buncombe County deserves a Superior Court Judge with experi-
ence making the daily, difficult decisions affecting people’s lives.  
Buncombe County needs a judge who knows both criminal and civil 
law from an academic as well as a practical perspective.  Buncombe 
County deserves a judge who has experience in many roles – as a 
lawyer, as a trial judge, and as the judge who hears the cases on   
appeal.  Finally, Buncombe County needs a judge who knows that he 
works for the taxpayers by conducting your courts with efficiency and 
civility. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kate Dreher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alan Z. Thornburg 

Profiles provided by candidates and presented  

alphabetically within each race. 
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   Judicial Candidate Profiles 

Superior Court Judge District 28 (Instant Runoff) 

Heather Whitaker Goldstein’s 
candidacy is founded on her 
commitment to public       
service. Throughout her career 
she has sought to do the     
highest possible quality of 
work to improve the          
community and make a   
meaningful difference in   
people’s lives.  She combines 
knowledge and thoughtful 
practice of the law, with    
personal integrity, and      
experienced community     
leadership.    
   Heather’s professional    
experience includes a civil 
litigation practice at McGuire, 
Wood & Bissette, P.A. in 
Asheville and at the Washing-
ton, DC office of Jones 

Day.  She also clerked for  a Magistrate Judge in the United States  
District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia.  As an attorney in 
private practice, Heather focused on commercial trial and appellate 
court work in NC Superior Court and federal court.  The most      
rewarding part of her practice was the opportunity to volunteer for the 
Mountain Area Volunteer Lawyers program through Pisgah Legal   
Services.  For this work, she was recognized in 2004 by Pisgah Legal 
Services and the 28th Judicial District Bar and became the first        
Buncombe County Attorney to win the statewide Younger Lawyer Pro 
Bono Service Award from the North Carolina Bar Association. 
    As the Executive Director of the Jewish Community Center, Heather 
has continued to focus on excellence in community service. Under her 
leadership the Center has achieved 5-Star ratings for its Early Child-
hood Education, Afterschool, and Summer Camp Programs and has 
expanded the number of seniors served in its Elder Day Club         
program. She has also worked on the establishment of the community’s 
first Jewish Family Services program, providing case management,  
emergency assistance, mental health counseling, and job coaching  
services to people in need.   
   As a Superior Court Judge, Heather would apply the combined 
strength of her background in litigation, her executive management 
experience, and her understanding of human and community needs to 
the efficient and effective administration of justice. 
   Heather is a graduate of A.C. Reynolds High School and Duke    
University. She attended law school at The George Washington     
University where she was the Senior Articles Editor on The George 
Washington Law Review and a member of the GW Moot Court 
Board. She lives in Asheville with her husband and four children.  For 
additional information, please visit the campaign website, 
www.heatherforsuperiorcourtjudge.com.  

Heather Whitaker Goldstein 

Born May 18, 1946 to 
George ―Mac‖ and      
Geraldine ―Gerry‖    
McDonald. A product of 
the Denver and Omaha 
Public Schools, I graduated 
from the University of   
Nebraska 1964 and the 
University of Nebraska, 
College of Law 1979. My 
undergraduate major was 
Social Welfare with a major 
in psychology. I obtained 16 
hours towards a MSW   
degree, but decided to at-
tend law school. While in 
law school, I received the 
Gretchen Bechtol Lee   
Scholarship for two years, 
won the Thomas Stinson 

Allen Award for Moot Court, was on the National Moot Court Team, 
and an Associate and Assistant Editor of the Nebraska Law Review. I 
clerked in the summer of 1978 and the spring of 1979 (having graduated 
a semester finished a semester early) with Redmond, Stevens, Loftin & 
Currie, P.A. I took the North Carolina State Bar Examination in July 
1979, passed and became an associate in August with Redmond,       
Stevens, Loftin and Currie, P.A. in August, 1979. In August 1980, I 
became Assistant Legal Counsel for Western Carolina University, be-
coming Legal Counsel, in 1982 until December 1984. Beginning in 
January 1985 until 1988, I had a sole practice in Asheville at 35 Orange 
Street, Asheville, North Carolina. In 1988, I became a partner in Lind-
say, McDonald, Staples and Knight, P.A., and continued until 1991 
when I became an attorney with Guardian ad Litem representing abused 
and neglected children. Also, in July 1991, I joined Robert E. Riddle, 
P.A. where I worked until December 2002 when I began my own firm, 
The McDonald Law Office, P.A. I continue to this day with that        
practice. 
   I have published articles on the topics of corporations, patent law, 
contract, a property right under the 14th Amendment and the Freedom 
of Information Act. 
   I have made professions presentations on women and North Carolina 
Law, negligence and corporal punishment in North Carolina, affirmative 
action and nondiscrimination in colleges and universities, removing 
acrimony from family law, North Carolina Civil Procedure, uses and 
abuses in terminations of parental rights cases. 
   Since 1996, I have been a Board Certified Family Law Specialist. I have 
participated in many trials and hearings, and numerous mediations. I 
believe it takes an individual who has this consistent legal and human 
contact to sit on a Bench and make decisions that have life long       
consequences for individuals. 
   For the years 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010, I have been a North      
Carolina Super Lawyer. 

Diane K. McDonald 

Profiles provided by candidates and presented  

alphabetically within each race. 

http://www.heatherforsuperiorcourtjudge.com/
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   Judicial Candidate Profiles 

Superior Court Judge District 28 (Instant Runoff) 

I was born in Cleveland 
County, North Carolina. I 
grew up on a farm and loved 
being a farm girl. We had 
dairy cows, pigs, and      
chickens. Our lives centered 
around that farm, family, 
church, and school. This     
wonderful childhood and 
close family life strongly 
shaped my value system and 
my work ethic. I am now 
married and have three   
wonderful children myself. I 
hope to instill that sense of 
family I had in them. 
   I went to college and Law 
School in Chapel Hill on 

academic scholarships and money I made working as a secretary. 
Between semesters of Law School I worked as a student researcher 
for the State Attorney General’s Office. I graduated with Phi Beta 
Kappa Honors in 1979. For over four years I was a criminal defense 
and family law attorney. I was the first woman Assistant District 
Attorney and the first woman Chief Prosecutor in Superior Court in 
the 28th Judicial District. In 1990 I was elected the first woman   
District Court Judge in that same district, and I have served on the 
bench for the last twenty years.  
   The purpose of the law is to get as close to justice as possible. Our 
system isn’t perfect, but the people I know who serve in the Justice 
System are dedicated, motivated, focused individuals who are intent 
on getting as close as we can. I want District Court to be a place 
where citizens and attorneys alike can come together to adjudicate 
their cases and be treated with common human decency and re-
spect..  
   For the past twenty years I have brought that philosophy into the 
courtroom with me and tried to see that it was carried out. During 
the five terms I have served, I have received many letters, cards, 
phone calls, and people have even come up to me at the mall or in a 
restaurant and told me how a decision I made affected their lives. 
Occasionally it’s even a person I have put in jail. All of them have 
thanked me in some way. These moments of insight and the    con-
tinued support of the voting public make me believe that I have 
made a true difference in the lives of the people of my district.  
   I believe my combination of experience, integrity, and an even 
judicial temperament continues to make me the best candidate to 
serve on the 28th Judicial District Court bench. 
 

Shirley H. Brown 

District Court Judge District 28 (Seat: Brown) 

This judicial 
race is about 
experience and 
the ability to 
serve as a   
Superior Court 
judge in a  
dignified,   
professional 
manner with 
the knowledge 
to understand 
complicated 
legal issues, the 
ability to cor-

rectly apply the law, and the skills to move the cases through the court 
system without unnecessary delay and error.  I am the only candidate 
with both extensive judicial and legal experience with 9 years as a judge 
and 28 years as a trial lawyer.   
   Everyone is always welcome to visit my court and see how I conduct 
my courtroom with courtesy and respect for everyone.  I am calm,   
dignified and professional.  I enter orders promptly and explore with 
attorneys various ways their cases can be resolved without protracted 
and costly litigation.  As an attorney, I practiced in all state and federal 
courts handling complex civil litigation and criminal law cases.  I am 
the only candidate with capital murder trial experience.  I have tried 
many of jury trials as an attorney and judge.  I have extensive business 
background as a partner in a real estate, commercial property and con-
struction development company handling acquisitions, construction, 
mergers and sales.  I teach continuing education for lawyers and judges 
across the North Carolina and serve on the NC Bar Association     
Administration of Justice committee.  I am a Master Mason in Hominy 
Lodge #491. 
    I was born in Asheville. My father was on the Highway Patrol and my 
mother taught second grade for 42 years. My sister, Elaine, is corporate 
legal counsel for Lowes Corporation.  I am married to District Court 
Judge Rebecca Knight.  My daughter Samantha is a senior at UNC-A.  I 
worked my way through college as a UPS student worker / truck driver 
and Wake Forest Law School as a court reporter while serving on the 
Law Review.   
   I have spent my career in the courtroom and practiced before out-
standing state and federal judges.  I am professional, respectful of   
litigants and prepared in the courtroom.   
   Due to the timing of this vacancy, this race will be what is known as 
an Instant Runoff vote.  The voters will rank the candidates by first, 
second and third choice.  I am asking that you vote based only on 
qualifications and experience to be a Superior Court Judge.  Please vote 
Pope your first choice, McDonald second choice and Goldstein third 
choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Marvin Pope 

Profiles provided by candidates and presented  

alphabetically within each race. 
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   Judicial Candidate Profiles 

District Court Judge District 28 (Seat: Brown) 

I first came to Buncombe 
County almost 30 years ago as a 
student at Montreat-Anderson 
College, where I met my future 
wife, Susan. After marrying, 
Susan and I returned to Bun-
combe where I worked with a 
small downtown church assist-
ing with counseling, teaching, 
and administering a food and 
clothing pantry for many in 
need in the downtown and 
inner-city areas of Asheville.  
We left Buncombe to pursue 
educational and work          
opportunities.  I worked with 
the N.C. Governor’s Crime 

Commission, Department of Crime Control & Public Safety, in 
Raleigh, served as a legal intern with the United States Attorney’s 
Office, and as a legislative intern in the Senate, Washington D.C.     
I returned in1995 to practice law here. 
   Currently, I am a partner in Watson Bailey Ciochina, LLP. My 
practice covers much of Western North Carolina, and I am in court 
regularly in Buncombe, Henderson, Madison and Yancey County.  
Over more than 15 years of practice, I have represented clients in 
civil and criminal matters in the district, superior and appellate 
courts. My clients include individuals, families, small-businesses, non
-profits, and national companies. I have handled cases ranging from 
misdemeanor to felony offenses in criminal court, and property, 
contract, injury and business disputes in civil court. I am also     
admitted to the Bar of South Carolina, and I am certified as a    
Superior Court Mediator for the courts of North and South Caro-
lina.  I am a father of four, married twenty-five years, active in     
missions and aide work, and a certified scuba rescue diver.  
   I am seeking to serve as District Court Judge because the cases 
which come before the District Court deeply affect the lives and 
livelihood of our local community. I would like to assist with those 
matters and help to serve our judicial system and community. 
   When appearing before the Court, all parties should be confident 
that they will be treated fairly and with respect, and have their cases 
considered without prejudice. I will work to uphold the law, and to 
be consistent and even-tempered.  I ask for your support and your 
vote. When you vote, please look for ―John Jay Watson‖ on the bal-
lot and vote Jay Watson for District Court Judge. To learn more, 
visit www.electjaywatson.com.  Thank you. 

Dear Friends—As an assistant    
district attorney, I have the great 
privilege of serving the citizens of 
Buncombe County every day. 
   I help work out sensible solutions 
for victims and defendants in court. 
I listen to the needs of victims of 
crimes. I prosecute those who break 
the law. I manage large caseloads of 
serious misdemeanors and felonies. 
And with every case I handle, I 
make a conscious and  deliberate 
effort to demonstrate the patience 
and legal skills that contribute to 
making the District Court         
experience fair and just for every-
one. 
   Through my experiences as an 
attorney, wife, mother of three, 
marathoner and volunteer, I have seen the daily challenges we all face. I 
have found compassion, kindness, wisdom, discipline and fortitude to 
be important in overcoming these challenges. When we elect judges 
who value these qualities, we make the court system a fair and reliable 
system for addressing wrongs and correcting the problems we face in a 
civilized society. 
   When judges follow the law, they demonstrate that the system is trust-
worthy and reliable. Following the law helps those who seek justice 
through the court system to find peace within themselves during and 
after difficult situations. I respect our standing laws, and that is why I 
seek to represent the citizens as a judge rather than filling the           
lawmaking role as a legislator. Quite simply, my job and my interest is 
to uphold the law. 
   Tens of thousands of cases are handled in the District Courts in  
Buncombe County each year. The countless hours I have served in 
those courts have taught me what I need to know about the judicial 
temperament and practical skills necessary to run those courts. 
   Western North Carolina is my home, and I aspire to draw from the 
unique experiences I have gained here to represent my longtime,    
beloved community in the Buncombe County District Court.   
   It is with a grateful and humble heart that I will join the bench    
January 1st 2011.  I will still appreciate your vote in November and 
invite all my colleagues to join me in celebration at the swearing-in 
ceremony January 1st at the Buncombe County Courthouse.  Thank 
you.  
   Please join me at my website: www.julieforjudgecampaign.com 

John Jay Watson 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

   
  

Julie Kepple 

District Court Judge District 28 (Seat: Cash) 

Profiles provided by candidates and presented  

alphabetically within each race. 

http://www.electjaywatson.com
http://www.julieforjudgecampaign.com/
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   Judicial Candidate Profiles 

District Court Judge District 28 (Seat: Young) 

Judge Patricia Kaufmann Young 
was elected District Court Judge 
in 2002.  Judge Young has    
presided over all matters within 
the jurisdiction of District Court 
including Family, Juvenile, 
Criminal and Civil Jury/Nonjury 
Courts.  She participated in the           
development of Buncombe 
County’s Family Treatment 
Court working with individuals 
who have had their children 
removed  because of substance 
abuse issues promoting safety and 
permanence for children in a 
timely manner.  In addition, she 
worked with a team of            
individuals in the development of      

Buncombe County’s JUST Program linking individuals with mental 
health issues to treatment.  Judge Young serves on the Board of    
Directors of the Mountain Council on Alcohol and Drug Depend-
ence, and is a member of the Asheville Buncombe Drug Commission, 
and Justice Advisory Committee. 
   Prior to Judge Young’s experience as District Court Judge, she spent 
the majority of her law career as a Buncombe County trial lawyer 
working in the courtrooms where she is currently presiding.  From 
April 2001 until elected, she worked with the law firm  Cogburn, 
Goosmann, Brazil & Rose practicing civil and criminal litigation.  
From May 1997 until April 2001, she represented the people of   
Buncombe County as an Assistant Public Defender.  In that capacity, 
Judge Young represented thousands of indigent clients throughout all 
stages of misdemeanor and felony proceedings in District, Superior 
and Appellate Courts.  In addition, she represented individuals in 
involuntary commitment proceedings and juvenile adjudication pro-
ceedings.   
   While in the Public Defender’s Office, she participated in the devel-
opment of Buncombe County’s Adult Treatment Court and Bun-
combe County’s Teen Court.  Before working as an Assistant Public 
Defender, she practiced family and criminal law in Haywood County 
from August 1996 until May 1997.  While attending law school in 
Michigan, and later as an attorney, she worked with an ―AV‖ rated 
law firm concentrating in family, criminal and civil litigation from 
1993 until 1995.  Judge Young is licensed in North Carolina, New 
York and Connecticut. 
   Judge Young graduated Cum Laude from Thomas M. Cooley Law 
School in 1994 where served on Thomas M. Cooley Law Review.  She 
was the recipient of three American Jurisprudence Awards and two 
Certificates of Merit in Scholarly Writing II, Research and Writing, 
Advocacy and Brief Writing, Computer Assisted Legal Research, and 
Sales/Negotiable Instrument. 
   Judge Young’s service as a District Court Judge and as a career    
District Court trial lawyer has given her the experience necessary to 
resolve complex legal issues fairly and efficiently. 

Patricia Kaufmann Young 

District Court Judge District 28 (Seat: Young) 

I was born in Orlando, 
Florida.  Following 
high school, I worked 
with Publix Super  
Markets for 12 years.  
My family moved to 
North Carolina 25 
years ago and since 
then I worked in the 
insurance and legal 
professions.  My first 
job in the legal arena 
was as a paralegal.  I 
completed my under-
graduate in Business 

Administration at Western Carolina University and graduated from 
law school at Stetson University College of Law. 
   Upon passing the bar, my former employer made me a partner and I 
have been a partner at McDowall and Moorefield for seven years.  I am 
a member of the North Carolina State Bar as well as the U.S. District 
Court (Western District of N.C.), the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals 
and the United States Supreme Court.  My practice is family law,  
criminal defense and personal injury law and appear in both District 
and Superior civil and criminal courts having had numerous jury and 
non-jury trials.  In 2009, I was certified by the N.C. Dispute Resolution 
Committee as a mediator in Family Financial Settlements. 
   My husband and I have five children and six grandchildren. Religious 
and civic activities are important to me.  I am an active member of the 
Biltmore Church of Christ and have been a member of the  Altrusa 
International Club of Asheville, NC since 1988.  Through that club I 
have worked on many issues facing women.  During my time at Altrusa 
I served on the Buncombe County Literacy Council Board of Directors 
and was an adult literacy tutor for three years.  Additionally, I have 
worked on projects helping The Literacy Council, Life after Cancer, 
Helpmate, Kids Voting, and Safe Haven. 
   I am running run for District Court Judge because I can bring energy 
to the bench of the 28th Judicial District by contributing a broad base of 
experience in all courtrooms, civil and criminal, District and Superior, 
jury and non-jury.  My extensive experience in family law matters will 
help fill a need in our district.  My life and legal experience will help 
me be fair to those appearing before me, while being respectful to  
litigants, attorneys and courthouse staff.  I remain strong in my       
convictions and apply the law to the best of my knowledge and under-
standing when faced with difficult decisions.  The law is ever-changing 
and I strive to stay abreast of changes; I will continue in that pursuit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhonda Moorefield 

Profiles provided by candidates and presented  
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   Judicial Candidate Profiles 

Clerk of Superior Court 

Steven Cogburn, 53, was born 
on December 13, 1956 to Max 
and Mary Cogburn. A lifelong 
resident of Buncombe County, 
Steve graduated from Enka 
High School in 1975. Steve 
graduated in 1979 from U.N.C. 
Chapel Hill with a BA in    
Political Science and from 
U.N.C. School of Law in 1982.  
   After passing the bar exam, 
Steve worked for Justice J.   
William Copeland at the N.C. 
Supreme Court from 1982 to 
1983. In 1983 Steve joined the 
firm of Roberts, Cogburn, 
McClure and Williams where 

he learned how to practice law. That firm later became Roberts, Stevens 
and Cogburn where Steve became a partner. The firm afforded Steve 
the opportunity to work on many different types of cases including 
contract, product liability, negligence and will caveat cases. 
   In 1995 Steve began practicing with his brother Max Cogburn Jr. as 
well as Greg Goosmann and Bill Brazil. From 1983 to 2008 Steve's 
practice was primarily defending people who were sued in all courts 
throughout western North Carolina. Steve was also certified as a    
Superior Court mediator before becoming Clerk of Superior Court. 
   Steve comes from a family of lawyers. His grandfather, Chester, as 
well as his father and brother practiced in western North Carolina. In 
2008 Judge J. Dennis Winner appointed Steve to serve the balance of 
Bob Christy's term, and he was sworn in on January 1, 2009. Since that 
time Steve has served the people of Buncombe as their Clerk of Court. 
Steve is a member of  the Governor's Crime Commission and it's 
Criminal Justice Improvement Committee. Steve also serves on the 
Resource Committee for the Conference of Clerks. 
   Steve and his wife, Carolyn live in Asheville and he is the proud  
father of three sons, Chris (22) a first year at Columbia Law, Clint (19) 
a sophomore at UGA, and Jake (12) a seventh grader at Asheville-
Catholic. Steve and Carolyn also have a Golden Retriever named 
Rummy and a cat named Tipsy. Steve enjoyed coaching basketball, 
baseball and soccer. Steve likes golf, being out in the mountains, riding 
horses and ATVS. Steve has a brother David (dermatologist) and a 
sister Cynthia (Lt. Col. in the Air Force). 
   Steve has the support of the last two Clerk's of Superior Court.  In 
the 19 months that Steve has been Clerk, the office has run efficiently 
and well, and he has proven that he can handle the job. 

I am proud to call    
Buncombe County my 
home where I was 
born, educated and 
raised and where my 
wife, April, and I have 
chosen to raise our 
family and practice law 
together.  Like many 
fellow citizens of   
Western North      
Carolina, there is no 
other place I would 
rather live.  I truly   
believe that it is the 
people, through their 
dedication and service of their community, that make this place so 
uniquely wonderful. It is this foundation upon which I base my      
decision to run for the office of Clerk of Court of Buncombe County. 
   For the past ten years, April and I have had the honor and privilege 
to represent, advise, defend and serve thousands of clients through The 
Sutton Firm.  As a general practice firm, our clients come from all 
walks of life and with every type of legal issue imaginable.  These    
experiences have taught me that people – whether they are dealing with 
a speeding ticket, a civil suit, or jury service – still expect justice and due 
process from the court house; the concept of justice is not out-dated.  
But, when there are deficiencies in the areas of accessibility and      
efficiency, justice may be seen by some as sluggish.  It is the duty and 
the responsibility of the Clerk of Court to advance along with our  
community’s natural growth in all areas ranging from technological 
improvements to legislative amendments. 
   I believe the success of this office should turn on how well the Clerk 
of Court forges relationships to its court officers and people of the 
community.  In my years of practice, I have forged countless, solid  
relationships with clients, fellow lawyers, and the officers of the Court. 
Anyone who knows me or who has worked with me knows my integrity 
and how much respectful relationships mean to me. 
   As Clerk of Superior Court, I will work hard to provide the public 
with a court system they trust by promoting a clear judicial process 
based on integrity and prompt conclusions to the proceedings.  What I 
offer the citizens of Buncombe County is a fresh perspective.  I look 
forward to making the Buncombe County Courthouse a leader, locally 
and regionally, in the delivery of justice to the citizens of Buncombe 
County.  I seek your support, your comments, and your vote in this 
endeavor. 
 
 

Steven Cogburn 

 John Sutton, Jr. 

Clerk of Superior Court 

Profiles provided by candidates and presented  

alphabetically within each race. 
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District Attorney 

My name is Bridgette Odom 
and I am running for District 
Attorney in Buncombe County. 
I am a life-long resident of  
Buncombe County; attending 
Fairview Elementary School, 
Reynolds High School, and 
UNC Asheville. I have been 
practicing law since 2004, and 
have handled numerous felony 
and misdemeanor cases in  
Buncombe County and  
surrounding counties. I believe 
that my hometown deserves a 
new District Attorney so this 
community can restore faith in 
the fairness of the justice sys-

tem. I am ready to make a difference in our community and to 
change the way criminal cases are prosecuted in Buncombe County. 
   During my three years as an Assistant District Attorney I earned 
the respect of my colleagues as well as a reputation for being tough 
but fair in the courtroom. I prosecuted each case with my best efforts 
and helped the victims understand the difficult process of the court 
system. I primarily prosecuted cases in domestic violence court and 
juvenile court and worked closely with victims.  As a prosecutor, I 
was known for my professional demeanor and my ability to make 
tough, reasonable decisions. 
   I decided to open a general practice firm in December 2007 in 
downtown Asheville. For the past three years, I have represented 
clients in criminal, family, juvenile and civil matters. My practice has 
given me an even greater sense of empathy for the problems that 
bring people into the justice system. Many of my clients have been 
impressed by my legal knowledge and my willingness to fight on their 
behalf. 
   My philosophy is that each case should be handled with fairness, 
excellence and honesty. I have learned that many people involved 
with the court system, whether a criminal defendant, a parent seek-
ing custody, a victim or a child, become confused and intimidated by 
the process. As your District Attorney, I will be mindful of this and 
serve with compassion. At the same time, I will have the courage to 
try difficult cases, including sexual assaults, rapes and domestic vio-
lence cases. I will seek convictions against hardened criminals while 
being true to my convictions that a District Attorney should be fair, 
tough and work with integrity and professionalism. I will expect the 
same from the staff I employ. I know that I can make a long needed 
and positive, progressive change to the way our District Attorney's 
office is run. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bridgette Odom 

District Attorney 

Ron Moore is the elected 
District Attorney for the 
28th Prosecutorial     
District and received both 
his undergraduate and 
law degrees from the 
University of North   
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
He was first elected in 
1990 upon a promise to 
reform the District    
Attorney’s Office. 
    He has followed 
through on that promise 
by such innovations as 
open file discovery from 

his first day in office, over ten years before it was mandated by law. His 
office started the first criminal district night court in the state. Other 
innovations include Drug Court, a worthless check program that has 
taken in over #1.3 million in fees and restitution in the past six years 
and kept over 7100 cases out of the criminal courts, low level felony 
pleas in District Court that have kept almost 3000 cases out of Superior 
Court at a savings of over $2.6 million to the county by faster handling 
of jail cases. Nuisance court has resulted in over 1500 hours of commu-
nity service in the city by successful completion of 74 defendants in just 
ten months. 
   Ron Moore has also followed through on his promise to be hands on 
by handling many cases himself, as well as being active with the confer-
ence of district attorneys to help shape legislative changes. He was the 
first elected District Attorney in the state to become a certified criminal 
law specialist in 1994. He has taught other prosecutors trial advocacy 
both for the North Carolina Conference and at the National Advocacy 
Center on the campus of South Carolina. 
   Ron has been married for 25 years to Beth Arrowood, a practicing 
attorney and they are the proud parents of Lexie, a 12-year old     
daughter, who attends Asheville Middle School and is a talented 
dancer, actress and singer. They are members of the Central United 
Methodist Church. 

Ron Moore 

Profiles provided by candidates and presented  

alphabetically within each race. 
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Disability Rights North Carolina Opens Asheville Office 

   Earlier this year, Disability Rights North Carolina opened a western NC office in Asheville staffed by one attorney — 28th JDB 
member Holly Stiles —two advocates and an intake specialist. Disability Rights NC is an independent, nonprofit organization  
headquartered in Raleigh. With a staff of 43, its team of attorneys, advocates, paralegals and support staff provide advocacy and legal 
services for people with disabilities across North Carolina. Designated by the Governor on July 1, 2007 to ensure the rights of all state 
citizens with disabilities through individual advocacy and system change, Disability Rights NC (formerly Carolina Legal Assistance) is 
part of a national system of federally mandated independent disability agencies. While it receives federal money, it is completely    
independent of state and federal government. 

 
NC School for the Deaf Director Dismissed After DRNC Investigation 
   For the past 18 months, Disability Rights NC has been investigating reports of abusive behavior towards 
students at the NC School for the Deaf in Morganton. In early July 2010, Disability Rights NC released to 
NC Department of Health and Human Services leadership the results of its investigation. As a result, NC 
DHHS Secretary Lanier Cansler launched an investigation into the allegations. DHHS Deputy Secretary 
Maria Spaulding led the investigation and assembled a team to conduct a thorough probe covering several 
years of alleged misconduct. The director of the school, Janet McDaniel, was suspended on Friday, July 16 
and was terminated as director in mid-August.  
 
Disability Rights NC Receives Statewide and National Awards 
   Disability Rights North Carolina received the Advocacy Award during the National Disability Rights  
Network (NDRN) annual conference held in Los Angeles in June 2010. The Award was given in            
recognition of the nonprofit organization’s outstanding work in protecting the rights of people with       
disabilities to live in the community. Vicki Smith, Executive Director of Disability Rights North Carolina, 

accepted the Award on behalf of the organization’s Board of Directors and staff. 
   On August 21, Disability Rights North Carolina received The Arc of North Carolina’s 2010 President’s Award. The Arc President 
Tracy Warren recognized Disability Rights NC for providing exceptional advocacy on behalf of people with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities across the state. In the short three years that the organization has existed, its advocacy has taken the form of      
individual assistance, lawsuits, collaboration with other organizations on policy change, and widespread information dissemination. 
 
Disability Rights NC Files Complaint with U.S. Department of Justice   
   On July 26, 2010, Disability Rights NC filed with the U.S. Department of 
Justice (DOJ) a complaint against the State of North Carolina on behalf of all 
persons with mental illness living in Adult Care Homes in North Carolina. Over 
the past 18 months, Disability Rights NC has investigated reports of four deaths 
in Adult Care Homes. In May 2010, with the help of several UNC-Chapel Hill 
law students, Disability Rights NC visited fifteen Adult Care Homes across 
North Carolina. The investigation revealed the large size and institutional    
quality of the Adult Care Homes visited, as well as a lack of community        
interaction for residents, most of whom desire to live more independently. 

Disability Rights NC will host an open house 
in its Asheville office on Friday, September 17 
from 4:00 – 6:00 pm. Please RSVP to 
info@disabilityrightsnc.org or 1-877-235-4210. 
The Asheville office is located in the Pisgah 
Legal Services building at 62 Charlotte Street. 

Holly Stiles 
Staff Attorney 

28th JDB Fall Family Potluck Picnic 

Thursday, Sept. 9, 5—8 p.m. 

Carrier Park Pavilion 

 

We’ll supply drinks, ice, plates, napkins, etc. 

You bring a dish to share! 

 

Competition for best food in several categories 

Food Judging by: P.J Roth or Fred Barbour  

Sign up at www.28thJDB.com 

mailto:info@disabilityrightsnc.org
http://www.28thJDB.com


Member News 

Seeking Government Benefits Attorney  
  

PISGAH LEGAL SERVICES, Asheville, NC, a           

community-based, non-profit law firm, seeks an experienced 

government benefits attorney to represent low-income people 

in civil cases for a six county, mountainous region.  

   Four years experience in poverty law, bilingual skills, and 

admission to NC Bar preferred. For complete job              

description, qualifications and salary, visit: http://

www.pisgahlegal.org/about/job-opportunities/government-

benefits-attorney. 

  

 

   Johnathan W. Yarborough 
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   National labor and employment law firm   

Constangy, Brooks & Smith, LLP,      an-

nounced that Jonathan W. Yarbrough of 

its Asheville firm has been named to the 

2011edition of Best Lawyers®, the oldest 

and most respected peer-review publication 

in the legal profession.    

Bissette named NC 2010 Citizen Lawyer 
   The North Carolina Bar Association, in conjunction with the Citizen Lawyer Task Force, has named W. Louis       

Bissette, Jr. a 2010 recipient of its Citizen Lawyer Award. The presentation of the award took place at the North 

Carolina Bar Association’s annual meeting on June 24-27 at the Hilton Wilmington Riverside.  

   President of McGuire, Wood & Bissette, PA since 1999, Bissette has practiced law with the firm since 1976. He has 

received numerous awards for his dedication to community life. For more info: www.mwbavl.com. 

   Eight attorneys at Roberts & Stevens Law Firm have 

been honored by their peers in The Best Lawyers in Amer-

ica® 2011: Sarah Patterson “Patsy” Brison in Adminis-

trative Law and Land Use & Zoning Law; Vincent D. 

Childress, Jr. in Corporate Law; William Clarke in En-

vironmental Law and Natural Resources Law; Jackson D. 

Hamilton in Tax Law; John W. Mason in Trusts and  

Estates; John S. Stevens in Corporate Law; James W. 

Williams in Medical Malpractice Law and Personal In-

jury Litigation; and Sheryl H. Williams in Real Estate 

Law.  

   First published in 1983, Best Lawyers is based on an 

exhaustive annual peer-review survey of more than 3.1 

million votes on the legal abilities of other lawyers in the 

same and related specialties.  

 On April 1, 2010, Teague Campbell Dennis and Gor-
ham, LLP celebrated its second anniversary in Ashe-
ville, NC.  TCDG, a civil defense litigation firm, 
opened its Asheville office with attorneys Julia Hooten 
and William Bulfer. This year, Partner Christopher 
Lewis and Associate John Kubis will be joining the 
Asheville team. The Asheville office solidified TCDG's 
western North Carolina footprint. Look for informa-
tion on our website regarding an open house this fall 
at www.tcdg.com. 

Philip J. Roth, Jr. of Miller Marshall Roth has been    
certified as a Superior Court mediator.  A litigator for 
18 years, "P.J." has extensive experience in matters in-
volving employment disputes, civil rights, homeown-
ers' associations, and commercial litigation. 

At the Workers' Compensation Section's Annual Meeting 
held on February 12, 2010 Louise Critz Root, who practices 
with Root and Root, PLLC, was elected to a three year term 
on the North Carolina Bar Association's Workers'           
Compensation Section Council. 

http://www.pisgahlegal.org/about/job-opportunities/government-benefits-attorney
http://www.pisgahlegal.org/about/job-opportunities/government-benefits-attorney
http://www.pisgahlegal.org/about/job-opportunities/government-benefits-attorney
http://www.mwbavl.com
http://www.tcdg.com
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Member News 

Seeking  
Distinguished Service Award Nominations 
    
   The recently-created North Carolina 
State Bar Distinguished Service Award 
program honors current and retired 
members of the North Carolina State 
Bar throughout the state who have  
demonstrated exemplary service to the 
legal profession. Members of the Bar are 
encouraged to nominate colleagues who 
have demonstrated outstanding service 
to the profession. The nomination form 
is available by calling Carmen Hoyme 
Bannon at the State Bar office in      
Raleigh, (919) 828-4620. 
  

 

"Divorce Mediation Training for Professionals" CLE will be held October 19-23, 2010 in Hendersonville, NC. This 42-hour course, 
certified by the NC Dispute Resolution Commission (DRC), approved for CLE credits,  is the only family mediation course held in 
western NC.  Barbara Ann Davis, certified Mediator/Trainer, former Commissioner for the DRC, Collaborative attorney and member 
of the 28th JDB, co-teaches with NC Child Custody Mediator Kathy Marth and family mediator Jan Woloson. To register, visit 
www.MediationTraining.net/training/schedule , or email Barbara directly :  bdavis@BarbaraAnnDavis.com 

Ethics and Risk Management in an Economic Downturn CLE 

 
Presented by 28th JDB and Intellisure 

Friday, October 8, 9—12:30 
Cumbie Trull School of Real Estate, Tunnel Road, Asheville 

$25 for 3 credit hours 
 

Louise Paglen, owner of Intelisure LLC, and Sally Field of Attorney     
Protective, will discuss ethical and risk management issues that are likely to 
confront lawyers during an economic downturn. Holly Stiles of Disability 
Rights NC will discuss the rules of professional conduct as they pertain to 
representing a client with a mental disability, and a presenter from the NC 
State Bar Lawyers Assistance Program will discuss the impact of substance 
abuse on a law practice. 
 
To sign up, go to www.28thJDB.com and click on ―For Members,‖ then 
―Continuing Legal Education.‖  

 

 

28th JDB  

Fall Family Picnic 

Thursday, Sept. 9 

5—8 p.m. 

 

Carrier Park Pavilion 

POTLUCK 

 

We’ll supply drinks, ice, 

plates, napkins, etc. 

You bring a dish to share! 

 

Competition for best food 

in several categories 

 

 

http://www.MediationTraining.net/training/schedule
http://www.MediationTraining.net/training/schedule
mailto:bdavis@BarbaraAnnDavis.com
http://www.28thJDB.com


   As summer winds down, and I walk my children into their elementary school each 

morning, I am anticipating the coat drives and collections for the food pantry the 

herald the fall. Explaining to your children why they are privileged to have food on 

the table every day is no fun, but definitely a topic at our family dinners. Walking by 

homeless men hanging out on Patton Avenue, taking my son to his friend’s home in   

community housing, and just watching the news together requires me to explain the 

injustices of the world we live in. So it makes me a little sad when the weather turns 

cold, just because I know that people in my town, Asheville, will have to make 

choices between food and heat this winter. I know that there are many good lawyers 

in this town who volunteer for excellent causes, because I see a steady stream of   

fundraising announcements and benefits come to my email inbox for dissemination. 

But I hope we can all remain grateful for what we’ve been given—a keen mind, good 

health, a loving family— as we move into the beautiful fall season. Stand up for what 

you believe in. Vote. Volunteer. Speak your mind. Because eliminating injustice sure 

beats trying to explain it to your kids.  

      Lisa-Gaye Hall 

 

62 Charlotte Street, Suite F 

P.O. Box 7391 

Asheville, North Carolina 28802 

Phone: 828-252-5733 

Fax: 828-252-5760 

E-mail: admin@28thJDB.com 
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Retirement Reception for Judge Dennis J. Winner 


