
 BarCares Program Offers Short-Term Counseling For Members 

   The Bar's 2012 Annual Meeting featured elections, awards, and a lovely luncheon for more than 225 

members and guests.  

   Members elected Howard Gum for a third term as State Bar Councilor for the 28th Judicial    District. 

After brief nominations and acceptance speeches by Mr. Gum and challenger Patsy Brison, members 

voted by secret ballot. 

   John Adams, Buncombe County  Department of Social Service attorney, was this year's winner of the 

Bar's Professionalism Award. District Court Judge Patricia Young announced the award and noted that 

Mr. Adams strives for collegiality in his work.. 

   John Mason of Roberts & Stevens won the NCBA Centennial Award for 2012. Joe McGuire         

announced the award and made reference to the many other awards Mr. Mason has garnered in his life. 

Both awards were kept secret from the winners until the announcement. 

   New Executive Committee members include Vice President Jacqueline Grant, Secretary Annika 

Brock, and members Marion Groat, Pat    

Patton, and Jack Poisson. Re-elected for new 

terms were President Ingrid Friesen,       

President-Elect James Ellis, and Treasurer 

James Baley. Remaining on the Executive 

Committee to complete their 

three-year terms are:    

Douglas J. Tate, Immediate 

Past President, Michael 

Drye, Jason Peltz, Brad 

Stark, Eileen McMinn, 

Holly Stiles and Carol 

Goins. 
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 Elections & Awards Featured At Annual Meeting 
Calendar: 

Tourists Baseball 

Night, July 24, 7pm at 

McCormick Field 

Executive Committee 

meets Mon, August 6, 

12:30 at Pisgah Legal 

Bar Luncheon Wed., 

September 12, 12:30 

at The Venue, 21 

North Market Street 

 

   At times, all of us have problems in our personal lives or at work. Early assistance in resolving these problems improves the 

quality of both our personal and professional lives.  The BarCARES program was created as a no-cost way of helping to locate 

assistance in dealing with any problems that might be causing you distress. The goal is to help you find the resources to ease 

the stress that interferes in your life. The 28th Judicial District is pleased to offer this program to its members.  

   The BarCARES Program is there to help you and your family members, providing confidential assistance and brief, solution-

oriented counseling. The program can be used for work, personal or family issues, and is provided cost-free to members of the 

28th JDB. Each attorney receives up to three free visits a year. The sessions can be used to provide assistance in resolving 

problems or accessing the appropriate source of help. Counselors are located in the Asheville area, and every effort will be 

made for you to see a counselor who is an approved provider under your group insurance, in the event you want to continue 

after the program visits are used. 

   If you use the BarCARES program, no one will know but you and anyone you choose to tell. The counselors are licensed 

professionals, bound to confidentiality. To learn more, call the BarCARES Coordinator at 1-800-640-0735. 

Douglas J. Tate  

Judge Alan Thornburg and Jack Stevens 

Judge Patricia Young and Judge Sharon Barrett 

John Mason 
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   My 90-year-old mother grew up in a small German-Mennonite community in the 

Ukraine. At age 23, in 1944, she was able to escape Stalinist Russia by hitching a ride 

with the retreating  German army. She headed North and West, through Poland and 

Germany to the American zone, and found work in a refugee camp run by the     

American army. When the war ended, it took a while for Mom to find her siblings, but 

they all eventually made their way to Canada in the early fifties. A community of    

Canadian Mennonites financed the journey and sponsored them into Canada.   

   Every Sunday afternoon when I was young, we visited with the families of my 

mother’s siblings. Invitations were not required.  This extended family was my      

community. Like my parents in the fifties, my husband and I relocated to Asheville, 

knowing not a soul here, but like many of you, believing that the Asheville community 

would accept us and allow us to flourish.  The 1982 recession, like this present      

economy, had left little hope for employment. I sent out resumes, and a few kind     

attorneys called to say that although they were not hiring, they would be glad to meet 

with me. These lawyers offered kind words, and good advice on where to find work. 

They were not job placement experts, but they were caring members of a community 

of lawyers that opened a door to me. I am grateful for this community of lawyers, but 

don’t worry, I promise I won’t show up unannounced on Sunday afternoon.   

   This year we continue as a caring community, with the local bar’s Mentoring Program, and the Bar Cares program. We are 

still that same community that opens a door to new attorneys and those in need, but we are more structured and organized now 

that we are 650 lawyers. For more than 40 years our community of lawyers has volunteered pro bono legal representation. As 

we have organized ourselves, we have found our way to make a difference in the greater community of Buncombe County.  

We created Pisgah Legal Services and our members helped create countless non-profits. We have served on boards, in elected 

government positions, and in religious institutions. In doing so, we have improved the greater community of Buncombe 

County. 

   Within the first year after arriving in Asheville, fresh out of law school and clueless about just about everything, I was asked 

to serve on the local board of Habitat for Humanity. The organization at that time consisted of about five or six guys with 

tools, who had convinced a local lawyer to set up a non-profit.  Before I agreed to serve, I warned them that I knew nothing 

about boards, or building with boards. Still, they assured me that because I was a lawyer, I could be useful to the organization.  

My service on the board of Habitat opened many doors for me, and my 

sense of community expanded again. 

   My vision for the coming year is that we can expand our outreach into the 

community as a group. I’m hoping that the lawyers of the 28th JDB will  

support the sponsorship of a Habitat house this year in Buncombe County. 

This is something the Women Attorneys have talked about for several years, 

and the Young Lawyers Division has expressed an interest in working on a 

house.  

   Those of us who are able to build can work on the house. Those of us who 

are afraid of power tools can work at raising the necessary funds to build the 

house. As our membership grows, it is more difficult to get to know new 

members. Even with monthly bar lunches, picnics, baseball games and a 

Christmas party, we often have little time for a few words to each other.  

   With this project, building a house together, we will create opportunities 

to work side by side. We will share our knowledge and our gifts with the 

greater community. We will strengthen our relationships with one another 

and open a door to a new house for a family in need. 

 

                                                   Ingrid Friesen, President 

2012-2013  Executive Committee 

President: Ingrid Friesen 

President Elect: James Ellis 

Vice President: Jacqueline Grant 

Treasurer: James Baley 

Secretary: Annika Brock 

Immediate Past President: Douglas J. Tate 

State Bar Councilor: Howard Gum 

Pro Bono Chair: Tikkun Gottschalk 

At-Large Members:  Michael Drye, Carol 

Goins, Marion Groat, Eileen McMinn, Pat 

Patton, Jason Peltz, Jack Poisson, Brad 

Stark and Holly Stiles 

Ingrid Friesen 
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Member News 

NC Association of Women Attorneys  
 

   NCAWA is excited to announce the 2012 

NCAWA Annual Conference will be held in 

Asheville at the Renaissance Hotel on October 5 

and 6.  

   NCAWA is offering a variety of sponsorship 

and advertising opportunities to accommodate 

every size firm or business. If you are interested in 

receiving additional information on becoming a 

sponsor, please contact Catherine Claussen at 

catclaussen@gmail.com. For information about 

the conference, please visit http://ncawa.org/2012-

annual-conference/. 

 

   The Asheville office of Ward and Smith, P.A. is serving 

as a drop off location for the Hand's On Asheville-

Buncombe's Back to School Supply Drive.  

   Attorneys and their staff are encouraged to participate by 

donating new school supplies or backpacks from the list 

provided. Supplies can be dropped off at 82 Patton Avenue, 

Suite 300 between 8:30 and 5:00 p.m., Monday through 

Friday. Financial contributions to the School Supply Drive 

are also accepted and will be applied toward the purchase 

of new supplies. The school supply drive ends on July 

26th.   

   Please help our local elementary and middle school aged 

children start the 2012-2013 school year well prepared. 

   For more information, contact Hayley R. Wells at 348-

6018 or hrw@wardandsmith.com. 

Asheville Area Paralegal Association’s  

Annual School Supply Drive   

 

   Paralegals are collecting school supplies to fill 10  

backpacks (5 for elementary and 5 for middle 

school). Drop off supplies with Candice N. Blakeslee in 

David Gantt’s office on Church Street until Friday, July 

13th anytime between 8:30—5 p.m, Monday through  

Friday.   

   The filled backpacks, and any additional school       

supplies, will be donated to the United Way , to be     

distributed to children in need throughout WNC. Any 

money donated will be used toward the purchase of   

backpacks and/or missing school supplies. Contact    

Candice at 252-2852 or candice@davidgantt.com. 

 CLE—Ain't No Mountain High Enough 

    

   On August 22-24, the North Carolina Child Support Council is 

offering a CLE opportunity for 28th JDB members who practice 

in, or would like to learn more about, the child support area of the 

law. The conference will take place in Asheville August 22-24 at 

the Crowne Plaza Hotel & Resort.  

    For more information, visit the website of the North Carolina 

Child Support Council:  http://www.nccscouncil.org/

mainscreen.htm 

   The tentative CLE schedule includes presentation by a Judge; 

Disestablishment; Bankruptcy; DFAS Pay Records & Service Sup-

port Regulations; Child Support Case Law Update; and  Substance 

Abuse/Compassion Fatigue & Reinventing How You Practice. 

The 2012 Women of Wisdom event was hosted 
by the North Carolina Association of Women 
Attorneys—WNC Chapter on May 24. More than 
70 people attended to celebrate women attorneys 
who have been licensed for 25 years. Elaine    
Marshall presented Susan Dotson Smith (Smitty) 
with the Themis Award for her leadership among 
women lawyers. NCAWA WNC Chapter      
President Anna Hamrick of  Broker & Hamrick 
also recognized Annika Brock of McGuire, 
Woods & Bissette for her service as past president 
of the WNC Chapter.   
Pictured at left are Annika Brock, Susan Dotson Smith, 
Doug Tate, and Leah Broker. 

mailto:mailto:catclaussen@gmail.com
http://ncawa.org/2012-annual-conference/
http://ncawa.org/2012-annual-conference/
mailto:mailto:hrw@wardandsmith.com
mailto:mailto:candice@davidgantt.com
http://www.nccscouncil.org/mainscreen.htm
http://www.nccscouncil.org/mainscreen.htm
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 Report from the State Bar Councilor 
Howard L. Gum 
 
   By now, you will have received the summer 2012 issue of the North Carolina State Bar 
Journal. The Journal is extremely well-written and informative not only about recent   
actions of the State Bar Council with respect to ethics opinions, rule amendments, and 
disciplinary matters but also contains entertaining and timely articles about legal matters. 
   In this issue president James R. Fox has an excellent article that describes the           
disciplinary process utilized by the State Bar. We all hope that we never have first-hand 
experience with this process but I am frequently asked questions about how the State Bar 
administers this core function. President Fox does an excellent job of summarizing the 
process and defining the roles played by the grievance committee and the Disciplinary 
Hearing Commission. 
   Our executive director, L. Thomas Lunsford II is an extremely talented writer injecting humor into any topic 
that he addresses. He often draws upon the lessons that can be learned from the experiences of the citizens of 
Mayberry, North Carolina. This issue's column is no exception. I recommend you read Tom's column in each and 
every issue. 
   The State Bar Journal also contains a section that addresses proposed Formal Ethics Opinions. In the current 
issue you will find that Proposed 2011 Formal Ethics Opinion 11 which deals with communications with a       
represented party by a lawyer who is the opposing party was rejected by the full Council even though its adoption 
was recommended by the Ethics Committee. This issue will be revisited at the July quarterly meeting. If a revised 
opinion is approved for publication it will appear in the next issue of the Journal as well as be available on the 
State Bar website. This issue is extremely important in any case in which lawyers find themselves as litigants. 
   Of particular interest to lawyers and law firms that advertise is proposed 2012 Formal Ethics Opinion 1 entitled 
"Use of Client Testimonials in Advertising". The use of client testimonials is common and this proposed ethics 
opinion addresses the ethical considerations attendant to using such client testimonials. 
   Another proposed opinion deals with a lawyer/mediator’s preparation of a contract for parties to mediation. 
This is Proposed 2012 Formal Ethics Opinion 2. This proposed opinion answers the following question "At the 
conclusion of the mediation, may a mediator, who is also a lawyer, draft a new business contract for the two pro se 
parties?" This opinion, if adopted after publication, could well have ramifications beyond the narrow confines the 
question presented. For example, can a lawyer/mediator prepare a separation and property settlement agreement 
or a settlement and release document for the parties? 
   There is a wealth of information contained in the North Carolina State Bar Journal. I encourage each of you to 
review each issue. 

   Johanna Finkelstein is pleased to  

announce the new location of her office at 547 

Haywood Road, Asheville, NC 28806. Phone: 250-

9533, Fax: 250-9568, email: finkelsteinlaw@aol.com 

Erin F. Dunnuck is pleased to announce the opening of 

her new law firm, Dunnuck Law Firm, P.L.L.C.,    

focusing on community association law, environmental 

law, land use, estate planning and estate administration. 

For more information, please visit: 

www.DunnuckLawFirm.com.   

Erin can be reached at  edun-

nuck@DunnuckLawFirm.com   

or 348-6392. 

Peter and McKenzie Kanipe 
welcomed twin boys, 
Michale and Benjamin 
Kanipe, into the world on 
May 27, 2012. In NICU for 
two weeks, the boys came 
home on Peter’s birthday! 

mailto:mailto:finkelsteinlaw@aol.com
http://www.DunnuckLawFirm.com
mailto:mailto:edunnuck@DunnuckLawFirm.com
mailto:mailto:edunnuck@DunnuckLawFirm.com
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   Robert Deutsch was one of four honorees at the Eagle Star Awards 

Gala, the annual community flagship event of the American-Israel 

Chamber of Commerce, Southeast Region (AICC).  The event honored 

the people and companies who have contributed most to the Southeast-

Israel business relationship, and was held on June 12, 2012 in Atlanta.  

   Deutsch received the Chamber Founders Award, the top recognition 

given to an individual whose dedication and accomplishments have   

contributed significantly to AICC and its mission. He spearheaded     

several initiatives in North Carolina on behalf of the Chamber including 

the 1995 Economic Mission to Israel led by then-Governor James Hunt 

and the General Assembly Mission led by state legislators. He has    

personally led several other trips and missions to Israel from Asheville.   

   In addition to his service on AICC’s Board, Deutsch serves on the 

advisory board of the Recanati School of Management of Tel Aviv University. He has pursued his interests in outdoor 

activities and sustainability by supporting bike rides to raise funds for the Arava Institute and Jewish National Fund. He 

has been a strong advocate and source of information about Israel in the Asheville community and press. He and his 

wife, Carol, have organized many Israel-related events in Asheville including teach-ins, rallies, inter-faith discussions, 

films and concerts.  

   “As one of the Chamber’s founders and leaders since 1992, Bob Deutsch is most deserving of this honor,” said AICC 

President Tom Glaser. 

   The American-Israel Chamber of Commerce is a bi-national business association with the mission of increasing      

economic development by fostering understanding, cooperation, and business relationships between Israel and the 

Southeast. Since its founding in 1992, AICC has been involved in completed transactions valued at over $1 billion, cre-

ating jobs and benefiting the economies of both Israel and the Southeast. AICC targets a range of projects involving im-

port, export, research & development, direct investment and joint ventures. Key areas of focus include software, commu-

nications, cleantech, life sciences, and security. For details, visit www.aiccse.org. 

    Michael L. Miller recently was recognized by the 

North Carolina State Bar for 25 years of being a board 

certified specialist in Estate Planning and Probate Law.   

Miller is the leader of the Employee Benefits Practice 

Group for Ward and Smith, P.A. His practice concentra-

tions include trusts and  estates, employee benefits/

ERISA, and taxation.  Miller received his B.A. from  

University of Denver, his J.D. from  University of Denver 

Sturm College of Law, and his LL.M. in taxation from 

the University of Denver. 

   Board certification is a notable accomplishment. Within 

the North Carolina legal community, board certification 

means that a lawyer has substantial, relevant experience 

in a select field of law as well as demonstrated, and 

tested, proficiency in that practice area.   

Bob Deutsch (center) receives Chamber Founders Award from 
AICC Chairman Lorin Coles (left) and VP Barry Swartz (right) 

   The Family Law Section of the North Carolina Bar Association, con-

vening May 4-5 for its annual meeting and CLE in Charleston, S.C., 

presented Distinguished Service Awards to John H. Parker, Carlyn G. 

Poole and Howard L. Gum. 

   All three are past chairs of the Family Law Section and, in fact, 

served in successive years over a four-year period. Parker served in 

1984-85, Poole in 1985-86 and Gum served two terms from 1986-88. 

   Gum practices law in Asheville with Gum Hillier & McCroskey. He 

is a 1973 graduate of Bradley University and received his law degree 

from the University of Illinois in 1976, the same year he was admitted 

to practice in North Carolina. Gum practiced with Van Winkle, Buck, 

Wall, Starnes & Davis before forming, in 1979, the firm of Gum and 

Hillier with David Hillier. 

   Gum was appointed to the North Carolina Board of Legal Specializa-

tion in 1996 and served as chair and vice chair. The Howard L. Gum 

Service Award, presented annually to a specialty committee member 

who consistently excels in completing committee tasks, is named in his 

honor. 

   Parker practices law in Raleigh with Cheshire Parker Schneider & 

Bryan. Poole practices law in Raleigh with Tharrington Smith.        

Previous recipients are George K. Walker, Marcia H. Armstrong , Rep. 

Joe Hackney , Fred A. Hicks, J. Edgar Moore, Richard D. Stephens 

and Lynn P. Burleson. 

The Van Winkle Law Firm has two new openings in 
their Asheville Office. The first is for a Trust & Estate 
Paralegal, and the second is for a  Centralized File 
Opener. To learn more, visit the Van Winkle website 

at www.vwlawfirm.com. 

http://www.aiccse.org/
mailto:mailto:www.vwlawfirm.com
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      Sometimes I like to try new things, like crazy flavors of ice 

cream or a different route to a mountain town. But I have more   

difficulty trying new things when I’m afraid of the outcome. 

Though I was fairly athletic in my youth, a highway accident about 

ten years ago resulted in a whiplash injury. Since my recovery from 

whiplash, I’ve been wary of lots of sports and outdoor activities 

that might result in any pain. Recently my young daughter wanted 

to go kayaking, and I found myself examining my automatic “no 

way.” I did go, had a lot of fun, and look forward to going again. 

   I’ve heard the saying “change or die,” but I had never related it to 

my fear of hurting my neck. Fear can keep us from examining the 

reasons we might deny ourselves joy, and it can keep us stuck in 

living less than a full life. I want to be available for a full life of fun 

in the outdoors, and I hope to overcome my fear of physical pain. 

As we celebrate summer, and all the ways we can enjoy the great 

outdoors, I invite you to join me in changing whatever holds you 

back from a joyous life. 

      Lisa-Gaye Hall 

   F. Lachicotte (Lach) Zemp, Jr., partner at Roberts & 

Stevens Law Firm in Asheville, NC, has been elected to the 

Board of Directors of the North Carolina Association of 

Defense Attorneys and to Board of Directors of the     

Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce. 

   The North Carolina Association of Defense Attorneys is a 

statewide organization focusing on complex civil and    

commercial litigation. The organization has almost 1,000 

individual members whose practices range from general 

liability, workers' compensation and medical malpractice 

defense to product liability, commercial litigation, labor &    

employment, construction, and local government law.  

   The Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce is led by a 

board of directors which formulates policies and sets goals 

for the organization, including the Chamber’s strategic 

plan, promoting the mission of enriching the livability of 

Western North Carolina by advancing its economic vitality.  

   Zemp is an AV rated lawyer with more than 20 years  

experience representing a variety of professional, business, 

industry and medical interests in North Carolina state and 

US federal courts. Zemp is an active member of the the 

Defense Research Institute (DRI) and received recognition 

from The Best Lawyers in America in Eminent Domain & 

Condemnation Law in 2012. 

   Thomas C. Grella, managing partner of McGuire, 

Wood & Bissette in Asheville, N.C., today was named 

recipient of the Samuel S. Smith Award by the American 

Bar Association’s Law Practice Management Section. The 

award is presented annually to an individual who has  

demonstrated excellence in law practice management. He 

will receive the award at a reception Aug. 3 during the 

ABA Annual Meeting in Chicago. 

   Grella, a former LPM section chair, serves on the LPM 

Executive Committee in his role as a member of the ABA 

House of Delegates and on the Editorial Board of Law 

Practice Magazine. He is a fellow of the College of Law 

Practice Management and the National Institute for Teach-

ing Ethics and Professionalism. He is co-author of The 

Lawyers Guide to Strategic Planning. At McGuire Wood, 

Grella is chair of the firm’s Management Committee. 

   “I cannot think of a more deserving honoree than Tom 

Grella. He epitomizes everything this award was created 

to recognize,” said Thomas Mighell, chair of the ABA 

Law Practice Management Section. “Tom stands out as a 

leader in LPM, the ABA and his law firm. His commit-

ment to the improved growth and education of law     

practice management is steadfast, as demonstrated through 

his continued participation and leadership in LPM section 

activities.” 

 

http://www.ashevillechamber.org/chamber/leadership/board
http://www.ashevillechamber.org/chamber/leadership/regional-initiative
http://www.mwbavl.com/attorney?id=1#details
http://www.mwbavl.com/
http://www.mwbavl.com/

