
   A new slate of Executive Committee members and officers were approved by unanimous 

voice vote at the Bar’s Annual Meeting on June 15th. After an eventful year that included three 

District Court Judicial elections, a Memorial Service, nine luncheons with varied programming, 

a festive holiday party and two picnics, outgoing President Bill Christy handed the official gavel 

over to Douglas J. Tate. 

   New officers are President-Elect Ingrid 

Friesen; Vice President James Ellis; Treasurer 

Ryan Beadle; and Secretary Mae Creadick. 

New Executive Committee members are      

Carol Goins, Eileen McMinn, and Holly 

Stiles. 

    Outgoing members were honored for their      

service. Suzannah Justus, Cindy Holman and 

Heidi Stewart have served crucial roles in the 

leadership of the Bar. Justus was the treasurer 

of the Bar for the past two years. Holman has 

served on numerous committees and projects, 

most recently chairing the Communications 

Committee which approves all newsletters and 

emails sent to members. Stewart served as Bar 

President for 2009-2010. 

   A portrait was presented to retired District Court Judge Shirley Brown, and members honored 

her with a plaque and a standing ovation. 
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Bar Membership Elects New Leadership Team 

Scott Carter and Sheila Lambert Garner Top Awards at Annual Meeting 

   Scott Carter believes it takes a special person to practice law. 

―Lawyers, more than any other professional group, meet with 

people at the most embarrassing and humiliating times of their 

life. Rich, poor, ordinary, weird...lawyers listen without judg-

ment and just want to help,‖ he said. ―I really admire the folks I 

get to spend my workdays with because of that.‖ 

   Carter received the 28th JDB’s Professionalism Award for 

2011. He has partnered with Steve Kropelnicki since 1983 in a 

―traditional general practice,‖ he said. 

   He serves as an officer in Covenant Presbyterian Church, is a 

board member at Asheville Christian Academy and ABCCM. 

He is married to Jeannette Carter and they have four grown 

children.  

   He tells this story to illustrate his admiration for his peers in 

the 28th JDB: ―Early in my career I attended a closing at Peter 

Best’s office with my client. We got to the end of the closing 

and I was one affidavit short, which created an awkward situa-

tion for me. To my relief Peter said, ―Scott, we’ll go ahead and 

close the deal – you just get me that paper when you can.‖  

   After everyone left I said, ―Peter, before I leave I’ll write 

down a written promise to get you that paper and sign it.‖  

     Continued on page 5 

From left to right: Mae Creadick, Eileen McMinn (front), 

Holly Stiles, Carol Goins, James Ellis, Ryan Beadle, Ingrid 

Friesen, and Douglas J. Tate. 

   The keys Sheila Lambert carries reflect her balanced life— keys 

to her office, home, pottery studio, the gym and her church. Along 

with her volunteer service, that balance keeps her happy in her 

work, and explains why she was selected for this year’s NCBA 

Centennial Award. 

   ―Cultivating that balance is the best advice I can give to young 

people,‖ said Lambert. ―The challenge for attorneys now is     

making a living, but the biggest challenge is a balanced life.‖ 

   Lambert has practiced law for 29 years in 

the areas of family law, civil litigation, and 

creditor’s rights. She said she was very 

lucky to have a good introduction to law at 

a large firm in New Orleans, then come to 

Asheville and begin a successful sole    

practice.  

   She is married to writer Larry Sluder, has 

two children, and is a professional potter 

with a studio in the River Arts District of 

Asheville. She is also an active volunteer 

with  the Democratic Women of Buncombe 

County and the Unitarian Universalist 

Church.  

Susan Dodson-Smith    
presents Centennial 
Award to Sheila  
Lambert at the Annual 
Meeting of the Bar. 
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    It is with much excitement and a bit of trepidation that I start this year as      

President of the 28th Judicial District Bar. I am excited about the possibilities that 

lay ahead and building on the those programs and ideas started by last year’s      

Executive Committee. I look forward to working with new officers Ingrid Friesen, 

James Ellis, Mae Creadick and Ryan Beadle and all of the new Executive        

Committee Members. I will appreciate and look forward to receiving counsel from 

Immediate Past President Bill Christy. 

   As we start this new year at the 28th Judicial District Bar, it is appropriate to 

again thank Bill Christy for his service last year. It was no easy task electing three 

new District Court Judges. Bill’s leadership and calm demeanor (―It is what it is‖) 

guided all of us through a very successful year; year that saw increased CLE    

programming for members and additional social occasions aimed at bringing the 

bar together on a more casual basis. 

   Much of what was accomplished could not have been done without the          

assistance of Bar Administrator Lisa Gaye Hall. Her energy and organization was 

instrumental in pulling each and every program, activity and occasion together.  

From getting retired judges to sit for portraits to taking reservations for CLEs and 

luncheons to buying small tokens of appreciation for the luncheon speakers, LG was in the middle of it all making it 

look seamless in front of the crowd.   

   Our bar, the 28th Judicial District Bar, is a bar of which we can all be extremely proud. One need only look back as 

far as June’s Bar Luncheon to be reminded of the leadership and civility that our bar exudes. Sheila Lambert’s             

receiving of the North Carolina Bar Associations Centennial Award reminds us of our duty of public service and being 

a citizen first and lawyer second.  Scott Carter’s acceptance of the Bar’s Professionalism award reminds us that there is 

virtue in being a good guy and a good lawyer and not falling prey to the stereotypes that many have of lawyers.  

   The programming this year will start with the crack of a bat.  I hope that 28th JDB Night with the Asheville Tourists 

will become an annual tradition. At last count there were 70 people 

signed up for this outing. I hope it grows so that next year we can 

purchase twice as many tickets for lawyers and their families.  

   Currently we are working with Chief Justice’s Commission on   

Professionalism for a program in August that will feature Chief     

Justice Sarah Parker. This program will be a celebration of what it is 

to be an attorney practicing in North Carolina, and more particularly 

Buncombe County. 

   I am also pleased to have been informed that a group of our       

Buncombe County young lawyers has restarted the 28th Judicial    

District Young Lawyers Division of the Bar. I look forward to    

working with the new officers and assisting them in their organiza-

tional efforts.    

   As I said at the last the Annual Meeting in June, I stand on the 

shoulders of those presidents that have served before me. The list of 

past presidents is a Who’s Who of Buncombe County attorneys. 

When I arrived in Asheville almost 11 years ago, being bar president 

was not on my radar. With the encouragement of past Bar presidents 

like Dave Hillier and Bill Whelan and with the support of my firm, I 

look forward to serving with a wonderfully diverse and energetic  

Executive Committee and serving each and every one of you over the 

next twelve months. 

                        Douglas J. Tate, President 

2011-2012  Executive Committee 

President: Douglas J. Tate 

President Elect: Ingrid Friesen 

Immediate Past President: Bill Christy 

Vice President: James Ellis 

Treasurer: Ryan Beadle 

Secretary: Mae Creadick 

State Bar Councilor: Howard Gum 

Pro Bono Chair: Tikkun Gottschalk 

At-Large Members:   

Courtney Booth, Alan Coxie, Michael 

Drye, Jason Gast,  Carol Goins, Eileen 

McMinn, Jason Peltz, Brad Stark and 

Holly Stiles 



EMPLOYMENT LAW CLE — McGuire, Wood & Bissette P.A announces that the attorneys that comprise the 

firm’s Employment and Labor Law Team, Grant Osborne, Rendi Mann-Stadt, and Hayley Roper Wells are     

keynote speakers for a one-day seminar presented by Sterling Education Services, on Tuesday, July 26th, 2011 at the 

Asheville Renaissance Hotel. The seminar, ―Employment Law Update,‖ includes in-depth review of employment   

discrimination law issues, compensation under FLSA/Wage and Hour, ADA and FMLA updates, employee miscon-

duct and workplace torts, workplace harassment and retaliation claims, along with a health care legislative update.  

   Approved for Continuing Legal Education (CLE) credit hours, this seminar is designed for human resource          

professionals, business owners, managers, supervisors, CIS managers, payroll professionals, health care insurers, and 

attorneys that practice in the areas of employment and labor, human resources, employee benefits, health care, and 

those in general practice. 

   Sterling Education Services’ seminar, ―Employment Law Update,‖ is Tuesday, July 26th beginning at 8:00am at the 

Asheville Renaissance Hotel on Woodfin Street in downtown Asheville. For more information or to register, call 715-

855-0498 or visit http://www.sterlingeducation.com. Reference Seminar ID #11NC07171. 
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   Broker and Hamrick, P.A. of Asheville received the Smaller Law 

Firm Pro Bono Service Award at the NCBA’s Annual Meeting on 

June 23rd at the Grove Park Inn. Leah Broker and Anna Hamrick 

were   nominated by Pisgah Legal Services for outstanding pro bono 

service rendered through the Mountain Area Volunteer Lawyer Pro-

gram. The firm assists clients seeking Social Security disability, Sup-

plemental Security Income, Medicaid and Workers’ Compensation 

benefits. Combined they have contributed 33 years of service to 

MAVL and 470 pro bono hours. 

   ―Amazingly enough,‖ the nomination states, ―the quantifiable   

benefit of the firm’s pro bono work only between January 2007 and 

February 2010 has been an incredible $7,369,700!‖  

   Kevin P. Kopp, Roberts & Stevens’ attorney, has 
been re-appointed to the adjunct faculty of Western 
Carolina University for 2011. Kopp teaches employ-
ment law to students in the Masters in Human      
Resources Program. His course examines the laws and 
significant court decisions affecting the employment 
relationship, with a focus on the role of the human 
resources professional in being able to recognize and 
anticipate employment law  problems. 
   Kopp is a partner at the law firm 
of Roberts & Stevens, in         
Asheville, where he practices    
exclusively in the area of labor and 
employment law. Kopp has also 
been recognized by North Carolina 
Super Lawyers for the last two years 
as a Rising Star in the area labor 
and employment law. 
 

   Wimer & Associates is pleased to         
announce that Peter McGuire has joined 
the firm as a litigation associate. Peter is 
native to the Asheville area and has been 
practicing law for nine years.  
   Wimer & Associates focuses its practice 
on complex litigation in state and federal 
courts, including class actions, real estate 
disputes, construction suits, employment 
law, bad faith insurance claims, and       
consumer litigation. 

   Congratulations to Carleton Metcalf, his 

wife Lisa, and their children, Will and 

Claire, on the adoption of Parker Bennett 

Metcalf. Parker, age 2 and formerly of    

Russia, officially arrived home with the 

Metcalfs on May 21. 

   Carleton Metcalf works as a trial and civil 

litigator at Van Winkle Law Firm. 

   Ward and Smith, P.A. is pleased to welcome trusts and    
estates attorney Michael L. Miller to its Asheville office.  He is 
a Board Certified Specialist in Estate Planning and Probate 
Law, is a Fellow of the American College of Trust and Estate 
Counsel, and has an LL.M. in Taxation. 
   Miller's practice primarily focuses on Trusts and Estates,  
ERISA, and tax-related services to individuals, businesses, and 
charitable organizations. His experience in these practice areas 
includes both planning and disputes.  Miller now can be 
reached at 828.333.9478 and mlm@wardandsmith.com. 

http://www.mwbavl.com
http://www.mwbavl.com/attorney?id=6#details
http://www.mwbavl.com/attorney?id=2#details
http://www.mwbavl.com/attorney?id=6#details
http://www.mwbavl.com/attorney?id=2#details
http://www.sterlingeducation.com
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   Sheryl H. Williams, Roberts & Stevens’ attorney has been named as one of the Top 50 Women North Carolina   

Super Lawyers 2011. 

   The top 50 Super Lawyers are those who have received the highest point totals in the North Carolina Super Lawyers 

peer recognition nomination. Super Lawyers is a rating service of outstanding lawyers 

from more than 70 practice areas who have attained a high degree of peer recognition 

and professional achievement.  

   Williams, a partner at Roberts & Stevens, has successfully represented clients in com-

mercial and residential real estate law, business law and land use and zoning issues for 

three decades. She is a Board Certified Specialist in Real Property Law by the North 

Carolina State Bar since 1987, a member of the North Carolina State Bar Real Property 

Law Specialization Committee and the North Carolina Land Title Association. 

   During her career, Williams has served on the Real Property Section Council of the 

North Carolina Bar Association, served as a Board of Directors at MANNA Food Bank 

and currently is a member of the BB&T Asheville Area Advisory Board. 

   Among her accomplishments, Williams is AV Preeminent Peer Review Rated by Mar-

tindale-Hubbell; named Best Lawyers in America since 2009 in Real Estate Law; and 

named a North Carolina Super Lawyer since 2009 in Real Estate Law. 

   The North Carolina Senate has elected eight new members to the UNC Board of Governors, including McGuire, 

Wood & Bissette President W. Louis Bissette, Jr.  Bissette will serve a four-year term on the 32-member board, 

which handles policy-making decisions for the 17 schools in the UNC system. The General Assembly elects 16 board 

members every two years -- eight from the Senate, and eight from the House. The UNC Board of Governors is the   

policy-making body legally charged with the general determination, control, supervision, management, and             

governance of all affairs of the constituent institutions. 

   According to Bissette, ―North Carolinians are fortunate to have one of the finest university 

systems in the United States and I am honored to have been elected to serve on the Board of 

Governors.‖ 

   President of McGuire, Wood & Bissette, PA since 1999, Bissette has practiced law with 

the firm since 1976. He received his undergraduate degree from Wake Forest University in 

1965, his law degree from the University of North Carolina School of Law in 1968, and a 

Masters in Business Administration from the University of Virginia in 1970. 

   Bissette’s extensive civic and community service include two terms as Mayor of the City 

of Asheville, from 1985 to 1989. He has served as chairman of the Asheville Area Chamber 

of Commerce, the I-26 Corridor Association, the North Carolina Arboretum Society, and      

numerous other boards and foundations. Bissette is the current vice chairman of the Wake 

Forest University Trustees as a past trustee of Western Carolina University.  

   McGuire, Wood & Bissette, P.A. is pleased to announce that 
attorneys Grant Osborne and Hayley Roper have completed 
the American Law Institute-American Bar Association (ALI-
ABA) course in Advanced Employment Law and Litigation.  
   Also, attorney Nicola J. Melby of McGuire, Wood & Bissette, 
P.A. has successfully completed examination by The National 
Elder Law Foundation (NELF) and achieved its national       
designation of Certified Elder Law Attorney.  

   Bob Deutsch announces that he has       
become certified as a mediator, and is      
available to  mediate disputes in civil          
litigation in Buncombe and surrounding 
counties.   
   His address is 75 N. Market Street,        
Asheville, NC 28801, phone: 828-251-0600 
x12, email: bob@bobdeutschlaw.com.  

http://www.mwbavl.com/attorney?id=3#details
http://www.mwbavl.com/
http://www.mwbavl.com/
http://www.ali-aba.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=courses.course&course_code=CS032
mailto:bob@bobdeutschlaw.com
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Attract New Clients with High Traffic              

Exposure & Curb Appeal! 

Completely remodeled, this distinctive, spacious property of 
up to 3500+ sq. ft. (2303 s/f office, 1270 storage) is a premier 
location for your office or corporate housing/workspace! Lo-
cated at exit 24, I-26N and Elk Mountain Road, it is highly 
convenient to downtown AVL, UNC-AVL, and Weaverville.  
   Looking for new clients? The building has high traffic       
exposure to the affluent Beaverdam, Lake Shore and other 
north AVL communities. Exceptionally affordable lease          
includes fully furnished offices w/ custom desks, multi-line 
telephone & new appliances. Please visit our website site at 
http://9elkmtn.com/ for more complete information & photos. 
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Peter said, ―Scott if you say you’ll provide it, I consider it 

done.‖ What he was saying to me, in his kind way, was that 

this is the standard of integrity in our Bar and if you want 

to make it here, this must be your standard. The thing was, 

I was so new that Peter didn’t know me well enough to say 

that. But as green as I was, I realized that what he was say-

ing was that he was willing to take a chance on me.  

   You can bet I got him that paper back pronto after that 

speech, but it stuck with me through the years more than a 

dozen ethics seminars.‖ 

Scott Carter, Continued from Page 1 

The Holistic Lawyers of WNC hosts “Creating Agreements,”  a 

one-hour CLE on July 20 from 12:30– 1:30 at 34 Wall Street. The 

cost is $28. For more info, contact heatherrwlacey@gmail.com. 

http://9elkmtn.com/
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     Ahh, summer. In my youth, I played in summer softball leagues and 

enjoyed water sports on Center Hill Lake in Tennessee. But my husband 

grew up in New England, played baseball and 

spend his summers on Maine’s Sebago Lake. 

Now, my kids spend their summers on the same 

lake in Maine, learning to swim and ski and sail. 

Does it seem like I lost that argument? Nope, 

any summer camp experience is a good one in 

my book, even if the water is cold!  

   I enjoy my work, and I enjoy Asheville in the summer. In a few days, I 

will travel to Maine to gather my daughter, returning just in time for the 

big Asheville Tourists game extravaganza. If you haven’t heard, the Bar 

is holding a free ticket for you and your family. Sign up on our website 

under ―Upcoming Events‖ to reserve your box seat.  

   It’s too bad that my son will still be at Camp Timanous in Maine,    

because he is a huge baseball fan. To illustrate that fact, I’ll share a 

photo of my small baseball player when he was about three years old. I 

look forward to seeing you at the big game!  Lisa-Gaye Hall 

Photos, left to right: New officers are sworn in; Chief District Court 

Judge Calvin Hill swears in officers; Members applaud, Suzannah 

Justus, Cindy Holman and Heidi Stewart are honored with plaques 

and applause for Executive Committee service; Bill Christy reads 

plaque honoring retired Judge Shirley Brown as a portrait is unveiled; 

and County Commissioner David Gannt congratulates incoming 

President Douglas J. Tate. 


