
 
 

 Minutes of the March 31, 2014 Executive Committee Meeting 

 

In Attendance: 
A quorum was present. 

In attendance were: James Ellis, President; Jackie Grant, President-Elect; Brad Stark, Vice-President; Jack 

Poisson; Tikkun Gottschalk, Pat Patton, Carol Goins, Eileen McMinn, Forrest Merithew (on behalf of YLD), 

Annika Brock, Secretary, and Bar Administrator Lisa-Gaye Hall.   

 

1. Introductions: 
Mr. Ellis called the meeting to order at 12:30pm.   

 

2. Consent Agenda: 
  

a. Minutes:  Minutes of the March 3, 2014 meeting of the Executive Committee were reviewed and 

approved.   

 

b. Treasurer’s Report: Mr. Ellis called attention to the Balance Sheets and the Profit and Loss 

Statement for the 28th Judicial District Bar.  He noted that Mr. Bailey communicated to him that the bar has 

received an appropriate amount of bar dues for this time of year.  Ms. McMinn moved that the Minutes and 

the Treasurer’s Report be accepted.  Mr. Poisson seconded the motion, which motion passed unanimously.   

 

4. Committee Reports: 
a. Finance Committee: 

 No report was given at this time. 

 

b. CLE Committee:   

 Ms. Hall reviewed with the EC the nature of the CLEs that have been provided thus far this year and 

reported that over sixteen hours will be provided this year by our local bar, including a 5.5 hour CLE on May 

23, 2014.  CLEs are a revenue stream for larger bars and can be one for this bar, as well. 

 

c. Communications Committee:  

 Ms. McMinn reported that charging for advertising to non-lawyers on the bar website is permitted by 

the NC State Bar.  Advertising for members of the 28th JDB is free. 

 

d. Special Events: 

 Ms. Hall reported that questions are being accepted for the candidate debate, scheduled for April 11, 

2014 at 4pm in Courtroom 5.  Ms. Hall also reported that the Spring picnic is scheduled for May 15, 2014. 

 

e. Pro Bono Committee: 

 Mr. Gottschalk reported that the committee came in under budget in the making of the video for the 

pro bono awards.  Instead of spending $750.00 on the video, only $500.00 was expended.  Certificates were 

obtained, which may cost around $100.00 (Pisgah Legal Services to be reimbursed).   

 

 The EC nominated Bill Whalen for the NCBA Greenblatt Award, which acknowledges attorneys 

with a career in legal services.  Mr. Whalen won the award, which will be presented to him at the NCBA 

Annual Meeting in Wilmington, NC.  The Pro Bono Committee, through Mr. Gottschalk, moved that the 28th 

JDB pay for Mr. Whalen’s travel expenses to accept the award.  The motion was passed unanimously. 



f. Nominating Committee:   

 Ms. Hall noted that the new slate of officers for the 28th JDB was presented previously, which slate 

was approved by the EC.     

 

g. Mentoring Program:   

 Ms. Hall made calls to mentees in the mentoring program.  A committee is needed to coordinate and 

kick start the program this year.  It would be ideal for the new committee to consist of members from the 

YLD, the executive committee and past bar presidents.  The committee should meet once to match mentors 

with mentees.  The committee would then follow up with mentees to see if they are well matched with their 

mentors.  If a switch is appropriate, the committee will facilitate this change. Carol Goins volunteered for the 

new Mentoring Program committee. 

 

h. YLD: 

 Mr. Merithew reported that, between the Fall and now, YLD members are finding jobs.  YLD 

members volunteered at Manna Food Bank on or about Saturday, March 22, 2014.  Local YLD members 

participated in a social co-hosted by the NC State YLD, which was successful.  The YLD will be hosting a 

CLE in the near future, which CLE will include speaker LeAnn Melton, who will discuss the listserv and 

court appointed work.  Bob Deutsch will be presenting, as well.  They will also have a Tourist social in the 

summer.   

 

5. Old Business: 
 

a. Vance Monument: 

A member of UNCA’s diversity program sent a letter to the City of Asheville several months 

ago, asking that the City take steps to maintain the Vance Monument.  Mr. Ellis, as President of the 28th JDB, 

was copied on the letter.  As he has not since been contacted about this matter and no direct request has been 

made of the Bar, no response was needed or sent.   

 

b. Scholarship:   

The 28th JDB sponsored a program at Asheville Middle School called “Law and Order for the 

Teenage Girl,” which was a success.  The classes were offered on February 4, 18, 25 and March 4, 11 and 

18.  They were very well received and sincerely appreciated. 

 

 

6. New Business: 
 

 In light of recent deaths of members of our bar due to suicide, Mr. Ellis discussed the importance of 

either reaching out to fellow lawyers who appear to be having difficulty or confidentially contacting the 

Lawyer’s Assistance Program (LAP) regarding the distressed attorney.  He noted that the LAP will reach out 

to a distressed attorney and offer assistance.  Contacting the LAP does not cause trouble for a distressed 

attorney, it only provides them with assistance and resources.   

 

Next Meeting: 
 

 The next regular EC meeting is scheduled for May 5, 2014 at 12:30 in the Pisgah Legal Services 

conference room. 

 There being no further business coming before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned.  These 

minutes are respectfully submitted on the 2nd day of April, 2014. 

 

       __________________________________ 

       Annika M. Brock, Secretary 
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